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This e-mail newsletter is published by LIPU-UK to supplement its printed publications. We intend it
to be an informal way of passing on items of topical interest culled from Italian and other sources.
We also invite members to contribute.

We want to encourage as wide a readership as possible so please pass it on to your acquaintances,
and also get them to subscribe, at no cost of course. Just send an e-mail to David with "subscribe
Frammenti" in the message box. Similarly, to unsubscribe send a message to David with
"unsubscribe Frammenti" in the message box.

Frammenti will be taking a break

because our hard working translator, Lesley Tompkins, wishes to step down after this edition. If
anyone reading this would like to step into Lesley’s shoes they would be most welcome, don’t be
frightened it’s not as arduous as it might appear.

Comments and information should be directed to David Lingard, mail@lipu-uk.org and this is the
address for the stream of volunteers seeking more information.
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10* January 2025
Chiara Manghetti

We would like to let you know that we have just started a new project which has been
developed by the education and anti-poaching sectors: LAW & NATURE. Focusing on
poaching it is funded by NABU International (a subsidiary of Germany’s BirdLife partner,
NABU).

What will this programme deliver?

e an education programme about environmental laws, with the focus on poaching, to
be given in 100 ltalian upper schools. LIPU will work with classes on the topic and
students will produce material to tell their peers about poaching.

e a comic book publication that explains what poaching is, the various types and the
motivation for it, the damage it causes and what LIPU is doing to counteract it.

We will keep you informed as the project progresses and obviously share the material
produced. The first classes will start this month.

Andrea Mazza, LIPU Press Office, 7" March 2025
An article from RAI news in Piedmont.
Rovasenda, the village of storks that don’t migrate anymore. Woods, fields and rice: they

have adapted themselves to climate change. No more dangerous journeys to Spain and
Africa.



Rice stubble harvested before winter. The last plain, beyond is Monte Rosa. On top of a
pylon a pair of storks.

“Here they are greeting each other; it is a form of courtship. They “chat each other up” as
we say.” Describing the birds is Beppe Ranghino, from LIPU Biella-Vercelli. “They are
doing it now in preparation for breeding’.

Here they have adapted very well. Between the woods and the fields not given over to
rice, in this high plain, there are 12 nests at Rovasenda. The stork that has been there the
longest arrived 13 years ago. Since then Giuseppe (the owner) has taken care of the nest.
Care and a watchful eye because the storks have stopped their long flight.

“No, they don’t migrate anymore. This is a big advantage because migration is very
dangerous for them. They travel via Gibraltar then to Africa. They have a lot of accidents
against pylons; there are those who shoot at them. In short a long journey to take. As long
as they can feed everything is fine. With climate change they must adapt and the storks
have adapted very well”

There is a short video (with commentary in Italian) at this website:
Rovasenda, il paese delle cicogne. Che non migrano piu
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9" March 2025
Matteo Palmisani

Germany'’s unconditional surrender was signed on 29" April 1945. In Caserta (Campania)
there is an old abandoned barracks on Carlo Il Avenue near the Royal Palace. It was built
by the 5" Army and there we would like to establish a museum of peace and memory and
a public park of around 6 hectares.

Seeing that the town of Caserta maintains both the avenue and the old barracks (in a bad
state) under the auspices of the Ministry of Culture on 15" March we will start a
“demonstration cleaning” and a visit to the barracks ahead of 29™ April.

* % %
11" March, Press release (extract)

Our Italy, LIPU, Mountain Wilderness, WWF

A ski link from Comelico — Val Pusteria (Veneto), a hearing by TAR of Venice with the
associations.

These works will have a serious impact on areas of high natural integrity and a UNESCO
World Heritage Site.

“No to new pistes or ski installations in areas belonging to the Nature 2000 Network”. The
organisations hope for a ruling that protects biodiversity in Comelico.
The hearing was held on 6™ March and the decision is awaited.

The associations addressed themselves to the local community asking them to rethink the
plans for their territory trying to develop and preserve the natural richness and biodiversity


https://www.rainews.it/tgr/piemonte/video/2025/03/cicogne-rovasenda-non-migrano-piu-c9e2e8fc-6980-4f8e-a9dc-96d45ed73c48.html

which still survives there in order that and to be the bearers of new ecological values at a
time when the climate crisis brings new challenges everyday.

18™ March (extract)
A link to a newspaper article in IL Terreno from Tuscany
Wolves: they can be shot. In Tuscany selective killing starts.

ISPRA has given the go-ahead: in 2025 in our region they will be able to kill up to 22
animals.

If a wolf or a pack of wolves attack a flock this year the farmer will be able to have them
removed. To do so they must apply to the Region and ask to be referred to the
Environment Ministry. If ISPRA agrees and the Ministry has no objection the killing will be
carried out by the hunting guards.

In Tuscany this will mean between 13 — 22 wolves, 3 — 5% of the estimated population
(around 440). This would equate to up to 160 of an estimated 3,300 in the whole country. It
is no exaggeration to say that it is a taboo which is crumbling away. Since the introduction
of the Habitats Directive which made the wolf a “strictly protected” species in 1977 no
individual has been legally killed.

“In Italy legal killing has never been carried out, not because of limits dictated by the law
but because in Italy there has always been a strict interpretation of the Directive.”
explained a representative of ISPRA. The directive provides for derogations for so-called
“mitigation of conflict”. For years farmers have pressurized for the killing; this derogation
does not represent a change in the law but a change in the politics.

* % %

29" March,
Danilo Selvaggi

Next Tuesday, 1° April, LIPU will be at the Chamber of Deputies (Giorgia Gaibani, Virginia
Borgi, Andrea Mazza, Giovanni Albarella) for a press conference in which we will point out
the legal actions we have undertaken, together with Greenpeace, WWF and Legambiente,
to oppose the project to construct a bridge over the Strait of Messina. In this action, it is
worth repeating, the LIPU’s objective is not to obstruct transport policies or, in the abstract,
to hinder the carrying out of public works, but to highlight that some are badly thought out
and evaluated even more so.

In the case of the bridge over the Strait of Messina it will be put in an area of great
naturalistic value which should be protected.
It is precisely this that we will speak about at the Chamber next Tuesday.

In the following few days this was covered extensively in the Italian press including
Repubblica, La Stampa and on RAI news.



7" April
Gianluca Congi, LIPU Sila

We would like to report a positive case of the conservation of urban biodiversity and the
application of good urban ecological practice. Thanks to the commitment of the local
conservation group of LIPU in Sila (Calabria) the pockets in the building will be left intact
when an important restoration of an ancient abbey in Calabria is carried out.

It is among the largest and most important religious buildings in the region but also has an
historic colony of jackdaws which nest there together with tawny owls and many small
birds and swallows.



