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Danilo Selvaggi, LIPU Director General

At the conclusion of  a di�  cult yet rewarding 
project, our new national headquarters, Casa 

Lipu, has been born, thanks to a major donation 
from a generous member. It is an opportune 
moment to return to the history of  the early 
‘homes’ of  our society and to underline the 
importance of  a home both for ourselves and for 
nature.

The celebrations of  the birth of  Casa Lipu � nished 
some hours ago. People have come in large 
numbers to see it and to catch up with colleagues, 
volunteers, and the whole of  LIPU’s sta� , and 
now only I am le� , here in Casa Lipu, our new 
headquarters, on this Saturday a� ernoon in 
early autumn, now seeming silent, save for the 
music playing behind me that the near silence 
ampli� es until you can almost touch it. It is not 
chance background music. To be precise, it is 
Rachmaninov’s Third Piano Concerto, a favourite 
of  Adriana’s. She would listen to it repeatedly 
along with other favourite works by the great 
�ussian composer, such as the excellent Second 
Symphony. ‘It moves me, and gives me strength 
and joy’, she would say. With Adriana, we shared 
a passion for Rachmaninov. We talked for hours, 
in conversations ranging from music to world 
events and to LIPU, its work, the daily challenges 
and successes, the defence of  sites for wildlife, the 
caring for of  animals and oases alike. Adriana, as 

HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS

Seen at the official opening of Casa LIPU (below) are: Claudio Celada, 

Conservation Director; President, Aldo Verner; Giorgia Gaibani, Natura 

2000, and Danilo Selvaggi, Director General.
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is the case with many of  our generous donors, was 
avid for news. She wanted to know every detail, 
to have information, to feel herself  with us at the 
heart of  the action, from watching over a nest to 
lobbying a parliamentarian. And ideally, to be 
part of  things at Casa Lipu, the place she would 
ultimately allow us � nally to make real. So on this 
peaceful and almost silent Saturday a� ernoon, to 
the sound, appropriately, of  Rachmaninov, I think 
again of  you, Adriana, no longer with us now, and 
think of  the homes of  LIPU that nearly sixty years 
of  our history have seen, and all their tales of  
life shared, and of  dreams, ideas and labours for 
nature that they continue in their way to tell us.

A House in the Sun

The � rst house was in Naples, that of  Giorgio 
Punzo, at 32 Via Ugo Ricci. It was here that the 
story began, in a beautiful apartment with a 
terrace lit by the sun of  the Vomero. Born in 1911, 
Punzo had a religious education from childhood 
until he turned to the natural world and at the 
age of  23 decided that his true interests lay not in 
theology but in nature. So in spite of  the doubts of  
his family, Punzo enrolled in the Department of  
Biology, where having gained a degree he began 
a teaching career, thus gaining the honori� c 
of  ‘Il Professore’. Then came the war, which 
Punzo lived through in a state of  anxiety and 
revulsion. A believer in kindness and tolerance, 
he was forced to witness the pitiless logic of  
destruction that seemed to have taken hold of  
the entire human race, or at least a large part of  
it. It was an experience that marked him. The 
word destruction became central to his vision of  
the world and began to feed into a philosophy of  

active care and renewal, and a mindfulness of  
human communities, but also, and perhaps more 
so, of  those of  the natural world, and in particular 
for birds, which had become an instant passion. 
Punzo felt that he had to do something, but did 
not yet know what. That was to come on that fated 
spring day in 1965.

The Blue Songbird 

One morning in March of  that year, with the scent 
of  that beautiful season in the air, the Professore 
went down the street for a walk to the newspaper 
kiosk and his usual co! ee at the bar. Going back 
home, he went onto the terrace to read the paper, 
and among the many news items about an Italy 
in transition between the economic boom and 
the turbulence of  the late sixties, Punzo read 
about the reopening of  the spring hunt. An 
appalling way to spend your time, in the course 
of  which the hunters would station themselves 
along the coast, shooting at migratory birds as 
they arrived. This could not be borne. Just then, 
a solitary songbird, a Blue Rock Thrush, with its 
elegance and those depths of  dark blue, a bird 
that frequented the area round Punzo’s terrace, 
put in an appearance. For Punzo, the contrast 
between the beauty of  this sight and the news of  
more slaughter of  the migrants was jarring, yet 
also stirring and in the end productive. Punzo 
gazed at the bird, as if  it were an old friend, and 
vowed to it that he would dedicate his life to the 
protection of  birds, founding an association that 
would make it its mission, and carry this forward 
through the length of  Italy. The idea for LIPU, or 
rather Lenacdu, the national league against the 
destruction of  birds, the progenitor of  LIPU, came 
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kindness and 
tolerance, he was 
forced to witness 
the pitiless logic of 
destruction that 
seemed to have 
taken hold of the 
entire human race
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of the migrants 
was jarring.
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about in this moment, at 32 Via Ugo Ricci, in the 
Vomero of  Naples. Our � rst home.

Smiles, Songs, and So Many Letters. The 

Second House

From this time, Giorgio Punzo set himself  to the 
task, buying space in papers and magazines, to 
promote the new organisation and gain followers. 
So it was that Marta Fabris, a young Roman 
barely in her twenties, struck by one of  these 
advertisements in the weekly Sorrisi e Canzoni, 
called up the professor to express her interest, 
and that of  her husband Michele Camperchioli, 
in joining the ‘League’. Marta was a sportswoman 
and a diver, but was also an accredited 
parliamentary assistant to the deputy and later 
Education Minister Salvatore Valitutti, all in all a 
sparkling personality who could be nothing but a 
help to the cause of  Lenacdu. Punzo did not waste 
time, and immediately took the train to meet 
Marta in Rome. The discussion ended with Marta 
and Michele joining the team, and their home, 
at 61 Via Ugo de Carolis in the Balduina district, 
becoming the League’s new headquarters; our 
second home. In truth, it might be better described 
as our � rst, as it was at this address that on April 
22, 1966 the lawyer Vincenzo Salerno wrote up the 
constitution of  the new organisation. In the event, 
the premises at Via Ugo de Carolis became in a 
short time the destination of  so many letters that 
the police, in fear of  who knows what, called on 
the young couple for an explanation. ‘Don’t worry, 
Commissioner, we represent the League Against 
the Destruction of  Birds. We are working for 
Nature and these are letters from our supporters.’

The British House

Much happened in those � rst years of  LIPU, 
including the creation of  Pro Avibus, the magazine 
for members, and the passing of  Law 799 on 
August 2, 1967, e! ective from 1969, which laid 
down the closure of  spring hunting and a ban 
on poaching. There was the production of  the 
documentary on poaching in Italy that went 
out on Swedish television on March 27, 1968 
and caused a sensation there, as well as in Italy 
and the rest of  Europe. All the campaigns were 
conceived and set in motion between the twin 
houses of  Via Ugo Ricci in Naples and Via Ugo de 
Carolis in Rome, which were the beating heart of  
the actions of  LIPU’s pioneers. Then, in autumn 
1969, Giorgio Punzo le"  the presidency of  LIPU to 
move to the small island of  Vivara in the Gulf  of  
Naples, and control of  the tiller passed o#  cially 
to new president Ermanno Rizzardi, but as much 
in reality to two extraordinary personalities 
who had joined the association early on: the  
Englishmen Ian Greenlees and Robin Chanter. 
Greenlees and Chanter, who took up the roles 
of  general secretary and treasurer respectively, 
were also the director and the librarian of  the 
prestigious British Institute in Florence, and it 
was to there, at 9 Lungarno Guicciardini, among 
the precious volumes of  that place, that LIPU’s 
headquarters moved in 1970. At this stage of  
our history LIPU had a strong English in$ uence, 
due also to the close ties with AISPA, Barbara 
Milne’s Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection 
of  Animals, and in general to the inspiration 
that came from England, the � rst home of  
birdwatching and animal protection. More than 
this, in 1974 it fell to Chanter and Greenlees to 

. . . close ties with 
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bring the League through a grave economic crisis 
– with over 10 million in debts run up through the 
excessive enthusiasm with which it had attacked 
its campaigns – by touring Europe cap in hand 
in search of  funds, and getting help even from 
Holland’s and England’s royals. The League was 
saved and the campaigns could start again.

The Houses of Parma

In 1978 the era of  Parma began. LIPU le!  the 
British Institute in Florence to " nd a place in the 
Emilian city, to begin with at 61 Via Montebello, 
which was little more than the garage of  the new 
secretary general, Francesco Mezzatesta. Then 
at the apartment of  the secretary Janice Roles, 
followed by the legendary Vicolo San Tiburzio 
in Parma’s historic centre, in an atmosphere full 
of  the enthusiasm typical of  the environmental 
movement of  the eighties. Here, where the nucleus 
of  the sta#  " rst coalesced and the organisational 
structure began to take form, LIPU was to stay 
for over " ! een years, before further moves to 
Via Trento and Via Udine until the giant leap was 
made, giving shape at last to the dream of  a place 
of  our own. A head o$  ce that could be more than 
an o$  ce, more than a workplace in the usual sense 
of  the word. A place for both vision and action. 
October 15, 2022. Casa Lipu, 3/B Via Pasubio, 
Parma.

Regeneration and Imagination 

Casa Lipu, in fact, is a special place. Born out of  the 
regeneration of  an industrial unit of  the thirties, 
once a workshop, then a cheese warehouse, and 
for a long time unoccupied, it was planned with 

a focus on sustainability above all, with a focus 
on energy e$  ciency and the careful selection of  
materials, and on renewable energy gathered by 
solar panels on the roof, to give a clear signal in 
relation to the consumption of  productive land 
and the regeneration of  our urban heritage. The 
message is this: industrial areas and the outskirts 
of  our cities are " lled with the potential for 
regeneration (in a di# erent way from rewilding), 
in order to give back life to derelict places and 
avoid the further running down of  the soil 
bank and the degradation of  nature. It is an 
important objective, especially given the gravity 
of  the problem of  the loss of  soil fertility (Italy 
devours 19 hectares of  fertile ground each day), 
but also points up exactly the opportunity that 
is pro# ered by the huge number of  abandoned 
buildings and industrial estates. ‘The " rst time 
we entered the structure on Via Pasubio’, says 
Gianluca Mora, project architect and director 
of  works at Casa Lipu, ‘we found ourselves in 
a warehouse " lled with metal sca# olding and 
the smell of  cheese, that had been stored there 
for decades to mature. At " rst sight it seemed a 
strange space in which to set LIPU’s new national 
headquarters. But then we came to understand, 
through numerous inspections with the president, 
the director general and the sta# , that we could 
turn this structure into a special place. We began 
to imagine, dream of  and design it, and here we 
are at last.’

The Heart of the Association 

The works to make our new home a reality were 
long and not a little di$  cult, but the " nal result, 
detailed elsewhere, is truly gratifying. The broad 
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atrium that greets visitors, the Sala Adriana for 
workshops and events, the well-equipped o�  ces, 
the public areas, the two gardens for birds and 
butter� ies fed by rainwater, the attention to space, 
to signage, to green spaces: everything speaks 
of  a place that aims to stress the importance of  
creative and productive work and to represent a 
powering up of  LIPU’s mission. Emanuele Coccia 
puts it well in The Philosophy of the House (Filoso! a 
della Casa): the house is not only about us, but also 
about our availability to others. It is the situation 
that ‘allows us to understand how to be happy 
along with others’. And this in e! ect is the point. 
Casa Lipu is meant to be the place where we meet 
members, volunteers and people in general, where 
we re-energise and support the LIPU community, 
but also the driving force for renewed action on 
biodiversity and ecological culture. Casa Lipu as 
the heart of  the association, in the conceptual and 
emotional sense of  the term. 

Oikos

‘Terms such as ecology and ecosystems,’ notes 
Claudio Celada, Director of  the Department for 
Nature Conservation, ‘which are the objective of  
LIPU’s mission, have their root in the Greek word 
oikos, the meaning of  which is house or home. A 
home is important to human beings, but this is 
equally true for nature. In a world in which wild 
creatures are facing a continual diminishment 
of  their chances of  " nding a place to live, the 
protection and improvement of  habitats is an 
absolute imperative. It involves climatic refugia 
in the Alps for high-altitude bird species, or 
wetlands indispensable for water birds on 
migration, or the last precious strips of  ancient 

woodland that enable the survival of  striking 
species such as the Capercaillie and Tengmalm’s 
Owl, and host an immense range of  insects and 
plants. To halt the destruction and degradation 
of  these natural treasure houses, to restore them 
and take up the challenge of  adapting them to 
climate change are now indispensable steps. In 
this sense, Casa Lipu and the work we are engaged 
in are also representative of  the desire to take 
care of  the places we love, and on which our own 
existence and that of  the other living beings 
whose path we share depend.’ It is around these 
themes that LIPU’s work will be structured in 
the near future, starting with the protection of  
climate refuges for high-altitude birds (for which 
see elsewhere in this issue), and more generally 
work on the Restoration Law, the European law 
that, if  approved by Brussels, will set in motion 
the greatest work for the restoration of  nature 
ever to take place in both Italy and Europe, with 
a realistic hope that the decline in biodiversity in 
our continent can " nally be halted.

Gratitude

Following the poor reception given to his First 
Symphony, Rachmaninov fell into a state of  
depression from which he eventually emerged 
with the help of  a number of  people, doctors 
included, but above all of  his own music. Music, 
which seemed to have betrayed him, and which he 
had come almost to hate, brought him rescue and 
renewal. He began to play and compose again, and 
continued to do so until the end of  his life. Few 
things are as beautiful as to assist in the rebirth of  
something or someone. To see green again where 
once there was grey, to see colour and � ight where 

In a world in 
which wild 
creatures are 
facing a continual 
diminishment of 
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! nding a place to 
live, the protection 
and improvement 
of habitats is 
an absolute 
imperative.
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before there was absence, to see smiles where 
there had been tears and distress. If  you can, 
listen to Rachmaninov’s Third Piano Concerto, 
even if  only its opening. Its theme is one of  the 
most touching things in the whole of  twentieth 
century music. Strength, joy, and depth of  feeling, 
as Adriana would say. Listen to it and think of  our 
Planet, our Planet Earth, our shared home, and 
what it means to have the good fortune to have 
come to being here, in the midst of  its beauty and 
generosity and astounding travelling companions, 
without forgetting the destruction and the 
iniquities still to be amended and healed, and of  
the gratitude and the commitment demanded of  
us by that good fortune, every day, every single day 
of  our lives, to deserve it.
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THE “CRICKET” OF THE STEPPE: 

THE LESSER KESTREL 

We present the result of  years of  work by LIPU 
towards the Lesser Kestrel (Falco naumanni) which 
occupies a vast area between Puglia and Basilicata. 
The Lesser Kestrel’s protection covers the natural 
habitats in which it lives and reproduces. One 
of  these habitats is currently fragile and under 
threat: the pseudo-steppe.

Marco Gustin, responsible for species and research

The last Lesser Kestrels slowly approach 
halfway. The journey was long, in some parts 

endless: a direct ! ight from Sub-Saharan Africa 
that even this year was not without its risks. 
We are in a land that stretches from Puglia and 
Basilicata, and the May sun begins to warm the 
ancient walls of  the cities of  Alta Murgia. For 
several years now between April and September, 
LIPU tracks and studies the Lesser Kestrel in this 
area that covers forty Comuni (municipalities). 
Apart from being a migratory species (it arrives 
from Africa around March-April and leaves at the 
end of  the summer), the Lesser Kestrel is a colony-
nesting species. It lives in large groups, evidenced 
by those present in Gravina (Puglia), Altamura 
(Puglia) and Matera (Basilicata). It is thought that 
in some years the Lesser Kestrel population can 
be greater than 1,000 breeding pairs for a single 
Comune.

Banquet in the pseudo-steppe

The Lesser Kestrel is one of  the priority species 
in Italy. Its distribution is concentrated in the 
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Appulo-Lucana area (see Glossary), speci� cally 
in the Murge baresi and in the vicinity of  the 
Murge materane. Smaller than the Common 
Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus), it is distinguished 
from its close relative by the male plumage (which 
has warmer tones), speci� cally by the absence 
of  both a dark moustache and black marks on 
its back. The Lesser Kestrel’s main habitat is the 
so-called pseudo-steppe, which is used by the 
species to look for food, speci� cally grasshoppers 
and crickets. The presence of  the Lesser Kestrel 
has grown in recent years despite the signi� cant 
reduction in this habitat.

Therefore LIPU would be remiss to do anything 
but concentrate its e� orts here, in this vast area 
of  Southern Italy, where for more than 15 years 
it has monitored Lesser Kestrel populations. The 
monitoring occurs during the pre-breeding (April-
May), breeding (June to the � rst half  of  July) and 
the post-reproductive seasons (second half  of  July 
to September).

You sleep, I count

One activity among the many carried out by our 
organisation is the annual count in forty Comuni 
spread across Puglia and Basilicata. The annual 
count comprises the recording of  the number 
of  individuals present at sleeping sites within 
reproductive areas and serves to collect data on 
population trends. This annual count is done 
in the � rst ten days of  May, when the entire 
Lesser Kestrel population has returned from 
Sub-Saharan Africa. We are able to typically 
count between ten-thousand to � ! een-thousand 
individuals thanks to the involvement of  

hundreds of  volunteers and the collaboration 
of  other volunteer organisations. The yearly 
veri� cation of  the number of  individuals present 
in the pre-breeding season is fundamental, as it 
serves to monitor progress in the local population 
closely.

Survival Strategies

The trends detected by the annual count can 
vary year-on-year and a complex decrease in the 
Lesser Kestrel population has been observed in 
recent years. A possible cause could be the scarce 
number of  veri� ed breeding successes in recent 
seasons, possibly caused by both the higher 
temperatures recorded between July-August and 
the consequently lower abundance of  prey.

Furthermore, our research team has managed 
to demonstrate for the � rst time that the Lesser 
Kestrel is not a strictly diurnal falcon as once 
thought. Instead, males and females can have 
intense and frequent activities where they " y at 
night, sometimes several kilometres away from 
their nests. These are responses to the need to 
capture prey to feed themselves, considering that 
during the day the raptors are forced to capture 
food for their young.

We have also collated evidence for a precise 
hierarchy that drives foraging habitat choice. The 
Lesser Kestrel hunts in three types of  habitat, 
which, in order of  preference, are: the pseudo-
steppe, cultivated � elds a! er mowing and natural 
grasslands. The implications for conservation 
actions are clear for each type of  habitat: 
protecting the few remaining pseudo-steppes, 

 . . . main habitat 
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mowing the cultivated � elds as early as possible 
and transforming some parts of  the natural 
grasslands into pseudo-steppe.

Technology helping nature

GPS data loggers have demonstrated another 
interesting result: how Lesser Kestrels of  one 
colony use the same territory to hunt (in technical 
jargon, wide intra-colony home range overlap) 
whilst the Lesser Kestrels of  a neighbouring 
colony choose hunting territories di! erently 
from those of  other colonies. This suggests that 
conservation actions do not need to be developed 
in a uniform manner but tailored colony-by-
colony.

Thanks to the application of  GPS loggers on 
four individuals, we were also able to observe 
four di! erent pre-migratory strategies (from 
July-September) before the species departed for 
Sub-Saharan Africa. Firstly, we found an absolute 
� delity to the reproductive area (see � gure on 
page 31, light blue triangle), but are also those who 
prefer short-haul journeys starting in July (dark 
blue triangle), medium-haul journeys starting 
in August (red triangle) or long-haul journeys 
starting in August (green triangle). 

We could hypothesise from the data obtained from 
the Argos satellite that the females show a greater 
� delity to the reproductive area as opposed to 
males, who, in the majority, will move hundreds 
of  kilometres north starting in August.

In short, we are able to paint a picture rich in 
knowledge on the Lesser Kestrel, but for which 

a lot of  attention and passion still needs to be 
provided in order to be able to implement e! ective 
conservation policies. We are certain that the Alta 
Murgia will never remain alone.

Glossary of geographic terms

These de� nitions may assist the reader to 
understand the geographical contexts described:

Comune/Comuni - a geographic and administrative 
low-level region, akin to a town or municipality

Puglia - a geographic and administrative high level 
region in Southern Italy, synonymous with Apulia

Basilicata - a geographic and administrative high 
level region in Southern Italy, and encompasses 
most of  the historical region known as Lucania

Appulo-Lucana - a historical term for the area 
comprising Puglia and Basilicata

Alta murgia - a national park in Puglia that is 
dedicated to Lesser Kestrel conservation

Murge materane/Murge baresi - The Altopiano delle 
Murge is plateau in southern Italy. Most of  it lies 
within Apulia and corresponds with the sub-
region known as Murgia or Le Murge. The plateau 
lies mainly in the Metropolitan City of  Bari (hence 
Murge baresi) and the province of  Barletta-
Andria-Trani, but extends into the provinces of  
Brindisi and Taranto to the south, and into Matera 
(hence Murge materane) in Basilicata to the west.

* * *
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SNAKE FOR BREAKFAST

Research  carried out in Lazio’s Tolfa mountains 
has studied the diet of  the Short-toed Eagle 
(Circaetus gallicus). It is common knowledge that 
the species feeds on reptiles, and in particular on  
Green Whip Snakes, Vipers, etc., and the study 
con! rms this.  Climate change, meanwhile, is 
making its presence felt.

Marco Gustin   Species Research 

It nests exclusively in trees, and not necessarily 
tall ones.  Its diet is composed almost 

exclusively of  reptiles, as revealed by numerous 
studies in the Mediterranean, where it breeds.  
Even that short description is enough  to tell 
the reader that we are referring to the Short-
toed Eagle – a favourite study subject of  Italian 
ornithologists.

Diet

A study (during the 2020 and 2021 breeding 
seasons) in Lazio’s Tolfa mountains has deepened 
our understanding of  the diet of  this bird.  
Entitled, ‘Feeding habits of  the Short-toed Eagle 
(Circaetus gallicus) during the breeding period in 
Central Italy’, it is compiled by Federico Cauli, 
Matteo Riccardo Di Nicola, Paolo Audisio, 
Francesco Petretti and Francesco Paolo Faraone.  

Two methods were employed to analyse diet: 
! rst, the use of  three cameras to verify the arrival 
of  adults with prey; second, an analysis of  prey 
remains in ! ve nests and near three perches.  The 
! rst method proved the most e" ective, and prey 

variety for both adults and young was deduced 
from an analysis of  droppings collected from 
under the perches and in the nests and from 
the nest video footage.  Most prey items were 
identi! ed to the species level, but some remains 
could of  course only be more broadly identi! ed.

In all, 247 prey types were identi! ed, 223 from 
image analysis and 24 from droppings and 
remains, with 211 (85%) identi! ed to the species 
level. 

The adults enjoyed a slightly larger range of  
food than the chicks, but the authors found no 
truly signi! cant di" erences in prey composition 
between the two age groups (except that there was 
a tendency for juveniles to be fed small lizards). 
Adults bring prey to the nest mostly in the middle 
of  the day, with a peak between 10:00 and 11:00 
am and catches then decreasing throughout the 
rest of  the day.

A Passion for Reptiles

In the past, the composition of  this raptor’s diet in 
the same study area was broader than that found 
in the current study, even if  the quality of  the prey 
has not changed signi! cantly over time.

The authors con! rm that the Short-toed Eagle is 
highly specialized in the capture of  reptiles.  Prey 
(1.6 items per day brought to the nest) composition 
is clearly dominated by snakes, which constitute 
94 per cent of  all items identi! ed. Of  the eight 
species present, ! ve (Green Whip Snake, Four-
lined Snake, Grass Snake, Dice Snake and Viper) 
were identi! ed as predated.  The three other 

. . . prey variety 
for both adults 
and young was 
deduced from 
an analysis 
of droppings 
collected from 
under the perches 
and in the nests 
and from the nest 
video footage.  
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species – Smooth Snake, Southern Smooth Snake 
and Aesculapian Snake – may escape predation 
due to their elusive and crepuscular habits or to 
their lower requirement for sunshine compared 
to their � ve peer species.  These three species 
are generally con� ned to shady habitats with 
dense vegetative cover, which reduces the risk of  
predation even by such a specialised species of  
raptor.

Most of  the individual snakes preyed upon 
were adults, as has also been observed in other 
populations of  Circaetus gallicus.  But in the case of  
the Four-lined Snake both young and sub-adult 
individuals are common targets as in this larger 
species these younger snakes meet the typically 
preferred prey size.  The Viper is only marginally 
predated (just 3.6% of  the total diet) despite being 
a very abundant species in the study area, likely 
due to its average size falling below the size range 
most frequently selected.

The Green Whip Snake is the most abundant 
prey species, alone constituting 83 per cent of  
all snakes predated.  A generalist, extremely 
adaptable species, it can present in high densities 
and is the most widespread snake in Italy.

The Grass Snake, another favourite prey of  the 
Short-toed Eagle, prefers open areas rich in 
transition zones between di! erent ecosystems, 
making it vulnerable to predation. Further, its 
average length falls within the preferred prey 
dimensional range of  this raptor.

Between the 1980–85 and the 2020–21 surveys 
the authors noted a change in the proportions of  

the various species predated, with an increase 
in reliance on the Green Whip Snake.  In the 
recent survey the relative frequency of  this prey 
(77.9%) was higher than for the earlier survey 
(50.9%).  The opposite was true of  the Grass Snake, 
predation frequency falling from 18.4 to 5.6 per 
cent.

Climate change and other human activities could 
be seen to favour increases in thermophilic and 
generalist species such as the Green Whip Snake 
and decreases in other species that occupy a 
more speci� c niche.  These processes may have 
locally contributed to the observed reduction in 
the variation of  the Short-toed Eagle’s diet in 
the Tolfa mountains.  Clearly the variety of  the 
diet in this study population was more limited 
than that of  typical Mediterranean populations 
(such as in France, Spain or Greece), which enjoy 
both a relative abundance of  medium to large 
thermophilic snakes and richer, open habitats.

* * *

THE LITTLE BIG NEST

Thanks to the generosity of  member Adriana, 
Casa LIPU is the new national headquarters 

of  our association: 900 square metres of  precious 
but inexpensive architectural renovation in Parma 
that will allow us to work even better for birds, 
nature and ecology.

And so our dear member Adriana’s dream has 
come true – for Lipu to have its own headquarters, 
a house of  its own. Casa LIPU is our new national 
headquarters: 900 square metres of  architectural 

The Green Whip 
Snake is the most 
abundant prey 
species, alone 
constituting 83 
per cent of all 
snakes predated.
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renovation, including o�  ces, common areas, an 
events area, gardens for birds and butter� ies, 
nests, solar panels, rainwater collection, energy 
e�  ciency and anti-seismic adaptation. Conceived 
by architect Gianluca Mora with Director General 
Danilo Selvaggi, and drawing on the talents of  a 
large team of  technicians and sta�  members, Casa 
LIPU has taken six years to complete, from our 
� nding the building through the necessary reno-
vation work, but the end result is truly excellent. 

Respect for the Extant

Located just a stone’s throw from Parma’s railway 
station, in the San Leonardo district of  the city, 
an area of  early industrial expansion still rich in 
evidence of  its manufacturing past, Casa LIPU 
marks the recovery of  one of  these structures. 
The building dates from 1935, when it was erected 
as an artisan’s workshop, and was later used for 
storing and maturing cheese. The design idea 
was to respect the existing structure as much as 
possible, preserving many of  its original elements, 
including the original concrete and its steel tie 
rods, the tiled roof, and the original � ooring on 
the ground � oor, treating all elements – both 
recovered and new – as natural. To this was added 
a conspicuous energy and environmental layer.

Environmental Sustainability

The energy and environmental aspect of  Casa 
LIPU is certainly one of  its strong points, 
especially in these times of  the energy crisis 
when we are being called on to make our homes 
truly sustainable. Renovations took the energy 
e�  ciency of  the building into account, and 

included a complete overhaul of  the electrical and 
plumbing systems, the replacement of  external 
windows and doors with better insulated models, 
the addition of  skylights to maximise natural 
lighting and ventilation, and the installation of  
a 20 kilowatt-hour photovoltaic panel system on 
the roof, as well as the creation of  two gardens, for 
birds and butter� ies, and a system for collecting 
and reusing rainwater. The result: a ‘very high 
global energy performance’ building, falling in 
energy class ‘A4’.

Excellent Performance

An average Italian house today has an annual 
energy requirement of  213 kilowatt hours per 
square metre; for Casa LIPU’s this � gure is only 
37. An average Italian house emits around 45 
kilograms of  Co2 per square metre; for Casa 
LIPU this � gure is estimated to be 8.7. On average, 
buildings in our country are in energy classes E, 
F or G; Casa LIPU is a certi� ed class A4 building 
– the highest rating possible. In short, the result 
is truly remarkable, particularly considering 
that it was not built from scratch, but was the 
result of  an architectural renovation, with all 
the constraints that such an operation entails. 
It is doubly satisfying to have created an energy 
and environmentally e�  cient structure and to 
have done so without consuming one single extra 
square metre of  land, simply by enhancing part of  
the existing building stock.

Working, Ecologically 

No less important is the thought given to Casa 
LIPU’s interior spaces. These start with the 
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entrance hall, a large space that provides for the 
best possible reception of  visitors. There is the 
Sala Adriana, a multifunctional area for events, 
workshops and small exhibitions. There are 
o�  ces, hosting a current total of  24 workstations 
and 15 smart workstations. And there are three 
meeting rooms and a conference room. All these 
spaces are comfortably equipped with ample 
natural light and informal furnishings and indoor 
plants, in the spirit of  a philosophy of  the ecology 
of  living that is essential for quality of  work and 
human relations. Also noteworthy is the care 
taken with the graphics (to be enriched over time), 
which in addition to the Little Big Nest, the icon 
of  Casa LIPU, recall the association’s main themes 
of  interest, including through evocative phrases 
uttered by key � gures in environmentalism: from 
Thomas E. Lovejoy’s conservation of  birds to the 
Rio de Janeiro Biodiversity Declaration, from Joe 
Harckness’s birdwatching to Johan Rockstrom’s 
planetary limits to Danilo Mainardi’s Hoopoe. 
Enriching all are photographs by some of  Italy’s 
leading nature photographers, including Simona 
Tedesco, Roberto Aldrovandi, Pino Magliani, and 
Bruno Boz; further photos will gradually be added.

What We Will Do

Casa LIPU’s environmental qualities are important 
additions to the site’s more obvious function, as 
a place for the development of  the association’s 
conservation activities and ecological culture 
through events, scienti� c forums, workshops, 
and meetings of  BirdLife International’s global 
network. A place, in short, to help us better face 
the environmental and cultural challenges that 
await us.

The Heart of Our Commitment

‘Casa Lipu’, says architect Gianluca Mora, 
‘represents for me the completion of  a long and 
demanding journey, which like a mountain path 
gives a deep sense of  satisfaction at its end. The 
design e! ort was, on the one hand, not to distort 
the overall perception of  the place, and, on the 
other, to address the functional aspects of  the 
structure, also pursuing our unquestionable 
goals of  energy e�  ciency and environmental 
sustainability.’

‘Casa Lipu is a source of  happiness and pride 
for the entire association’, declare Aldo Verner, 
president, and Danilo Selvaggi, ‘which will � nd 
in this structure a strong, motivating driving 
force for its commitment. Our thoughts go out to 
our dear member Adriana, who wanted to give 
LIPU a home and at the same time supported 
our foundational actions such as helping oases 
and rescue centres in di�  cult times when public 
resources were being cut. To her, as representative 
of  the generosity of  all LIPU supporters, our big, 
endless thanks.’

Today, Adriana Would Be Happy

So, � nally, and thanks to Adriana, LIPU has a 
home at last, one from which it can work even 
better for nature. As we move around the large 
spaces of  the headquarters and the very hall that 
bears her name, and which will host workshops, 
conferences and events, we cannot help but think 
of  her great, concrete generosity. A member 
for more than twenty years, Adriana was very 
attentive to the association’s needs, following 
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its activities closely and keeping abreast of  its 
projects and requirements. She believed in LIPU. 
LIPU was her way of  trying to change things, 
to aspire to a future in which nature would be 
valued more and animals be treated better. Her 
testamentary bequest in favour of  the association 
has provided essential support for the care of  
injured fauna and for the management of  oases 
in particularly di�  cult times. And lastly, she gave 
LIPU a home, which for her was also synonymous 
with solidity and security, which is precisely 
what LIPU needs if  it is to face up to major new 
environmental and cultural challenges. We are 
certain that, gazing upon Casa LIPU, Adriana 
would be very happy today. She would also feel it 
to be her home, deeply hers. Thank you from the 
bottom of  our hearts, dear Adriana.

* * *

NEW ALLIES IN THE FIGHT AGAINST 

BY-CATCH

Giorgia Gaibani, Head of Land Defence and Natura 
2000

The accidental capture of  seabirds in commer-
cial ! shing continues to claim victims even in 

our seas. This is why LIPU has organised a meeting 
with ! shermen in Lampedusa: to discuss the mat-
ter, and to work together to ! nd concrete solutions

Reducing by-catch, the extremely serious problem 
of  seabirds being accidentally caught during 
commercial  ! shing operations, which causes the 
deaths of  hundreds of  thousands of  birds in the 
world’s seas every year. This was the focus of  a 

meeting that LIPU organised with ! shermen in 
Lampedusa to launch discussion and to forge a 
particularly important collaboration given that 
their activities take them into the seas around the 
Pelagie Islands. This is an area where Scopoli’s 
Shearwaters, Manx Shearwaters and Shags – 
which among seabirds are particularly vulnerable 
to by-catch – feed, and where the largest colony of  
Scopoli’s Shearwaters in Europe and the second 
largest globally is present, on the island of  Linosa.

The opportunity to hold this meeting arose thanks 
to the MedBycatch project, one of  the objectives 
of  which is to work with ! shermen to implement 
the best ways of  eliminating or signi! cantly 
reducing by-catch of  vulnerable species during 
! shing activities. The project, ! nanced by the 
Mava Foundation, involves several Mediterranean 
partners, from Italy, including LIPU, Turkey, 
Croatia, Tunisia and Morocco.

The meeting was a great success. Many attended, 
including more than half  of  the Lampedusa 
! shermen who use the longline, one of  the most 
dangerous ! shing gears for sea bird by-catch. But, 
even more important was the real engagement 
of  the participants. A" er an initial, more formal 
opening, a real exchange of  experiences, ideas and 
stories began.

Protecting by Knowing

Researchers from the Marine Protected Area 
spoke about the characteristics of  birds threatened 
by by-catch, how to recognise them, and what 
their ecology is. LIPU, meanwhile, presented 
some practices that mitigate by-catch of  seabirds, 
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including the deployment of  bird-scaring ropes 
or the use of  weights to set longlines faster and 
deeper. These and other technical solutions 
have been proven worldwide to make bait less 
accessible to birds and thus to limit by-catch. With 
the help of  a wooden frame and an information 
sheet distributed to all participants, there was 
also a demonstration of  how to free a bird that 
accidentally gets caught on a longline hook. The 
� shermen talked about their daily experiences 
with seabirds, and the damage that by-catch 
also causes to � shing, and also demonstrated the  
techniques that some already use to avoid by-
catch.

In addition to LIPU and the � shermen, the 
meeting was also attended by representatives 
of  the Lampedusa Shipowners’ Association, 
researchers from the Pelagie Islands Marine 
Protected Area, and sta�  of  the Lampedusa 
Harbour O�  ce – so, by all the actors involved in 
protecting the sea and its species.

In short, a concrete meeting, which we hope 
will mark the beginning of  a real collaboration 
between bird conservation and � shing.

* * *

A SNIPPET FROM “LIPU IN ACTION”

LIPU receives a gi�  of 3,500 square metres of 

land

A chalet and 3,500 m2 of  land in the area of  
Villamontagna (Trento) is the generous donation 
of  the LIPU member and father of  Trentino 

environmentalism, Francesco Borzago. LIPU 
thanks him for this wonderful gesture to help 
nature conservation, preserve existing ! ora, 
and increase woodland area with the addition of  
fruiting bushes for birds. The area, which will also 
allow the cultivation of  plants in support of  the 
above aims, will be open to members, but also for 
study, research and other important work.

 * * *

NEWS FROM LIPU-UK

Annual Draw

We delayed the draw by a few days to make 
allowance for the Royal Mail strike action and the 
three prize winners are:

Joy Braker of  Leicester – First prize, £500

Margaret Williams of   Chingford – Second prize, 
£200

Sue Hills of  Witham – Third prize, £100

My thanks to all who took part and my 
commiserations to those who didn’t win - better 
luck next time!

* * *

Annual accounts and report

The accounts for the year which closed on 30 June 
2022 and the Trustees’ Annual Report have been 
inspected by Nicole Gray Community Services and 
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approved. Knowing how exciting such documents 
are we have decided to save printing costs and not 
send out a copy to all supporters. 
This is purely an economy measure and in no 
way a lack of  transparency; they can be read 
and downloaded, if  required, from either our 
blog (www.lipu-uk.org/blog) or on the Charity 
Commission web site, search on us by name or 
number (1081826).

For those without internet access, I’ll be happy to 
print and post a copy if  required.

* * *
Amazon shoppers

Probably the most widely used on line shopping 
company, but did you know of  Amazon Smile?
This is an option within Amazon to shop in the 
same familiar way and at exactly the same prices. 
The di! erence is that for each and every sale a 
small percentage is given to the charity of  your 
choice. We are registered with Smile so if  you are 
an Amazon shopper please consider this option 
– it won’t cost you a penny more.

Start with:  https://smile.amazon.co.uk/   and 
at the le"  end of  the menu line is “Supporting” 
– Thank you.

* * *

The production team for this issue have my 
thanks, as always. They are: Barbara Avery, Dave 
Brooks, Betty Merrick, Alessandro Pirzio-Biroli, 
Peter Ra! erty, Lesley Tompkins and John Walder. 

LIPU-UK DELEGATE

David Lingard
Fernwood

Doddington Road
Whisby

Lincs
LN6 9BX

Tel: 01522 689030    
www.lipu-uk.org

mail@lipu-uk.org

A young Kestrel just a day or two after leaving the nest

A Corn Bunting photographed in spring in Catalonia

The entrance hall to the new LIPU headquarters – Casa LIPU
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