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Above, a typical open cast mine for metals, this near Huelva in Sapin
was for copper. Below, A glorious Golden Eagle by Michele Mendi.
Cover, The dramatic shot of a Lanner Falcon is by Giulio Ielardi
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A Jewel of a Reserve
Editorial
David Lingard

A

few years ago we helped fund the creation of a
small but wonderful reserve near Milan and I
wrote this in our blog at the time:
A true oasis in a desert of water
That contradiction in terms describes an area we
visited recently near the River Agogna south of
Novara and west of Milan. It has been, for many
years, an important area for the production of
rice and the sight of the !elds under water brings
views of most of the heron species.
However, it is not without its problems; while
inundated the !elds are home to countless frogs
and tadpoles but at some point they are drained
and baked under the sun. The !elds are as "at
as a billiard table so no pools remain and the
amphibians either leave or die and the herons are
forced to look elsewhere for food.
There are two stories of hope to be told here. The
!rst is of Cascina Bosco, a farm run by Roberto
and Ilena on traditional lines. No chemicals are
used and green manures ensure the quality of
the soil, with "ooded ditches around their !elds
for the bene!t of all sorts of aquatic life. It is
heartening to learn that there is a strong demand
for organic food despite the fact that their rice
costs twice as much as the industrial counterpart
and that, therefore, their enterprise has a
promising future. Good luck to the three of them
at www.cascinaboscofornasara.it
Ali Summer 22
Page 3

Roberto and Ilena work closely with “Burchvi•”
a conservation group based in nearby
Borgolavezzaro who have bought, with the help
of LIPU-UK, sections of oxbows from the River
Agogna and have created nature reserves of the
highest standard.
These two neighbouring enterprises show that
big is not always better and that amid agriculture
on an industrial scale nature can be considered,
respected and protected. LIPU-UK and our parent
body in Italy were happy to help Burchvif buy this
area and it was wonderful to visit and see how the
reserve has been developed – “Avanti Burchvi•!”.
A recent report from Professor Giuseppe Bogliani,
of the University of Pavia, who works for Burchvif
as a volunteer:
“A recent survey of Canneto Boverio proved the
presence of 50 nests, but we estimate a total of
over 100. We have con•rmed breeding by Night
Heron, Squacco Heron, Purple Heron, Little Egret,
Cattle Egret and Pygmy Cormorant; with a pair
of Sacred Ibis but these are not seen to be nesting.
Add to these Little Bittern – and Bittern booming
regularly in the spring, and you can see the success
of your assistance. Thank you LIPU”.
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UNDERGROUND
by Danilo Selvaggi, LIPU Director General

T

he search for rare metals, as a response to our
growing demand for technology, has become
an additional threat to natural environments, even in
Italy itself. It is essential for us to ask questions as to
the modelling for ecological transition and to ensure
that it is done without inflicting further damage.
‘It is a beautiful thing’, the English architect
Norman Foster has written, ‘to think that a library,
a cinema, a camera, a typewriter, a post box and
a telephone are all contained in the single small
device that is my smartphone’. In many ways he is
right. To have the world in your pocket, in a single
object you can carry anywhere and put to any
number of uses, is a thing of such extraordinary
convenience as to seem almost magical. But from
where does the magic come? What makes it
possible, and at what social and environmental
cost? What is it that stands behind and ahead of
the enchanted world of our telephone?
Indium, Promethium, and Other Magic Spells
The magic of the smartphone is also that of rare
metals, with evocative names such as indium,
holmium, tantalum, rhenium, promethium and
vanadium, the rare earths and more: without
these this phenomenal object would not exist.
Known about for two centuries now, the rare
metals occur naturally, especially in the Earth’s
crust, mixed in with the ‘traditional’ metals such
as iron, zinc and copper, but in vastly smaller
quantities, whence the de!nition of rare earths
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comes. For many years there was little or no
interest in them, until the discovery of their
optical and above all magnetic and therefore
energy management properties, and from the 60s
onwards they began to be exploited, which was
followed by a race to buy up their production and
reserves, a race that in recent years has become
ever more furious and brought trouble in its wake.
The Land of Giant Cell Phones
Constructing a smartphone – screen, circuitry,
battery, coatings – requires a considerable
quantity of rare metals: which is to say, not only
silver and gold (and plastic) but also palladium,
cadmium, cobalt, ruthenium, and various rare
earths including cerium, lanthanum, samarium
and europium. The processes by which they
are separated from the traditional metals and
the treatments they go through a!erwards are
among the most impactful yet devised. There
is the breaking up of the rocks that bear them
and the use of an enormous amount of toxic
substances that o!en, and especially in countries
with weaker environmental legislation, "nish
up in water-bearing strata and in farmland,
causing devastating pollution. Then we have the
conditions in which the miners all too o!en "nd
themselves working. A long investigation, now a
book by French investigative journalist Guillaume
Pitron, has amassed many examples, in Africa and
China in particular: overwhelming air pollution,
people living among mountains of toxic waste:
‘men and women with their mouths and noses
covered by makeshi! masks who work in an
atmosphere opaque with particles of black acidic
dust: a living hell’. The son of a friend said to him
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one day that he imagined paradise to be a country
of giant cell phones in place of houses, that you
could go into and play, sail, have fun, explore and
•y. It is not too dissimilar an idea from that of
Norman Foster, and which most of the rest of us
have, which at base is that the smartphone today
presents us with a paradise of connecting, doing
and dreaming. Yet the hell it entrains before and
behind is one we, for one reason or another, fail to
see.
The Metallic Transformation
The problem with rare metals does not start and
end with telephones. The whole of the digital shi!
– computers, TV screens, AI and house automation
devices, the whole world of advanced electronics
– depends in large measure on the availability
of rare metals, just as has become the case in
high pro"le sectors such as medicine, aerospace
and the military complex, as well as for many
traditional industrial sectors including ceramics
and glass. Above all, the ecological transformation
as we know it today also depends on rare metals.
Solar panels, wind turbines, energy accumulators
and electric cars all need so great a range and
quantity of rare metals that with the concomitant
levels of environmental damage required to
extract them, not least the level of CO2 emissions
generated in the process, we are led to enquire as
to whether the attempt to turn o# the fossil taps
that are the cause of the dramatic climate crisis
might not be catapulting us into a di#erent crisis:
its sibling, perhaps adding to rather than solving
it through a new plundering of the planet, in the
search for more rare metals. And in any case, it
puts us into a global struggle for hegemony over
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them, the Holy Grail of the Third Millennium,
from which nothing good will come.
From Mountain Pass to Mongolia
One of the pillars of this hegemony should
have been California’s Mountain Pass mine.
Discovered in the Forties and excavated for its
important rare earth deposits of lanthanum,
cerium, europium and neodymium, it began to
be worked in earnest between the 60s and 80s
thanks to the boom in colour TVs and as a result
of the con!rmation of the magnetic properties of
the rare earths, which allowed iron components
in mobile phones to be substituted by the new
metals and therefore a progressive reduction in
their size, while at the same time improving their
performance. A series of bad decisions, but more
importantly the opening of the mines in China,
sent Mountain Pass into crisis, culminating in
2015 with bankruptcy and closure, though it did
reopen a short while later. In the meantime, the
axis of production had shi"ed to the Far East, with
its ten thousand mines for rare earths, among
them the enormous mine at Baotou in Mongolia,
covering 50 square kilometres with immense
reserves of metals beneath. But while the US, say,
is rich in beryllium, #ussia palladium, the Congo
in cobalt, South Africa in indium and Brazil in
niobium, the tally of China’s resources is vastly
greater. The Chinese substrate contains enormous
amounts of at least 17 rare metals: 58% of the
world’s phosphorus deposits; 66% of its scandium;
$uorite, 82%; tungsten, 84%; antimony, 87%;
and of the rare earths themselves, 95%. The rest
of the world is inevitably seeking to counter this
hegemony, starting with a frantic search for new
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deposits, for new Baotous, and it is for this that the
requests for prospecting licences from specialist
companies are growing each year, whether in Italy
or in protected areas elsewhere. For nature, this
could mean a further, serious problem.
Substrates against Nature
Disused since the 40s, having been worked
for many years, the mines of Corchia in the
Berceto area of the Parma Apennines have for
some time now been a place for nature tours, a
place to visit for its biodiversity. The hope that
the underlying rocks there might still be rich
in metals, whether traditional or rare, such as
cobalt, has led the Australian company Alta Zinc
and its Italian partner Energia Minerals to put
forward prospecting licence requests, getting a
favourable reception from ministers and only
lukewarm opposition from the Emilia-Romagna
region. This has opened up a dispute between local
communities and environmental organisations,
among them LIPU, which has only recently gained
an important victory. ‘The commune of Berceto
had decided to propose the institution of a site of
community importance’, says Gabriella Meo of
LIPU’s National Council, actively engaged in the
events at Corchia, ‘and this should give irrevocable
protection to this precious natural site’. The
issue indeed should be seen in conjunction with
a recent decision from the Regional Tribunal
of Liguria, also in response to a petition from
LIPU, which declared all mineral prospecting in
protected areas illegal, giving hope for the whole
of Italian nature. Very much so, because the Parma
Apennines are not the only place attracting the
attention of the prospectors. There are the Valli
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Di Lanzo, in Piemonte, there is Sardinia, there
are the rocks of Tuscany and Liguria, thought to
be rich in titanium and antimony. There are many
parts of our country that a decade ago gained
particular attention from the mining interests,
when the EU commission’s survey was published,
and the resources of the ground under its feet set
in motion a wave of moral arm-twisting to allow
European states to enter the •eld of rare metal
geopolitics. ‘Fortunately there is a ban on new
mining in Special Protection Areas’ notes Giorgia
Galbani, LIPU’s director for Natura 2000 and land
protection. ‘But we need to ensure that there is
watertight protection for all of Italy’s protected
areas, and to guard against any undermining
of the regulations.’ The danger is real: that the
protection of nature might lapse in the name of
an idea for the sake of which we are shattering the
entire culture of ecology and any chance of social
and environmental salvation. The fallacious and
dangerous notion that only technology can save
us.
Manipulating the Earth
In Hacking the Earth, the American
environmental journalist Thomas M Kostigen
maintains exactly this, that environmentalism has
to abandon elevated but in his view unattainable
visions of cultural change, and commit ourselves
to technology, the only strategy, he says, that
is capable of saving the planet. Faced with
the urgency of the environmental crisis, says
Kostigen, from global warming to the crisis of
resources, the politics of taking one step at a
time towards a future of raised consciousness
and better ways of living is no longer enough.
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More than that, it is no use at all. The key, for
Kostigen, is in the ‘de•nitive solution’ provided
by geoengineering and the universal use of
environmental technologies. ‘To take nature in
our hands is… the only weapon we can deploy
if we are to have the slightest hope.’ Kostigen
is not thinking simply of low-impact actions
such as the ecological transition of cities, the
development of new sustainable building
materials or technological support for agroecology, or even of higher impact ones such as
a general distribution of photovoltaic panels in
as many places as possible, but of measures that
are genuinely extreme: the creation of human
settlements underground or in the ocean, the
capture of asteroids for coupling up with the
Earth to move it further from the Sun (therefore
cooling it), the complete mechanisation of
agriculture, the management of glaciers to stop
them from disintegrating, and so on. A complete
arti•cialising of the planet, to put it under total
control. Micromanaging the Earth to save it.
It Won’t Work
Beyond the technical difficulties involved in this
type of project, there is a fundamental question to
be asked: What would the difference be between this
approach and what we have done up to now, a further
acceleration in the growth of technology apart?
If what we have done so far has been to consume
more and more land, to alter habitats, unbalance the
equilibria of nature, and if what this has done is to
bring us to the crisis we are now facing, in what way
would the new manipulations suggested by Kostigen
be different, other than in the wielding of an everbigger technological stick? How can this approach
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give us hope for a better future, rather than one that
is even more frenzied and fearful? Kostigen is right
about one thing. Culture is a long, slow process.
Cultural shifts mean bringing about far-reaching
change in the convictions of an immense number
of people. This inevitably takes time. Do we have
sufficient time? Probably not. For this we will not
be able to do without technology and its rapid rate
of return. Nevertheless, a technology that remains
at the beck and call of the values of today – values
above all of exploitation and overlordship – can bear
none but bitter fruit and will be shown for what it
is: a subterfuge in order to continue going on as we
are, business as usual, but with less obvious damage.
A pretend ecological transition. A fake. That will not
end well; that will not work at all.
The Quadrant of Salvation
The salvation of the planet will come through an
integrated programme that is able to combine 1)
Nature, 2) values, 3) politics, and 4) technology in
a quadrant of actions aimed at rebalancing the
equilibrium between people and nature. Nature,
above all nature: the restoration of habitats,
the renewal or creation of ecological networks,
increasing the extent of green space, especially
in cities, renewing the carbon cycle and the good
health of the soil, and freeing agriculture from
its chemical and monocultural addictions are
actions that start from the essential lessons in
sustainability that come to us from nature, from
its own technology of millions of years, and can
give us a real chance of reversing the direction
of travel, if accompanied by a rede•nition of
our values and lifestyles and by greater political
courage. It is under these conditions, therefore,
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that technology can give a vital step forward:
a technology of integration, not substitution.
A technology that does not destroy nature, but
spares it. Technology made for the planet, not a
planet made for technology.
True Magic
In the near future the question of rare metals
will become crucial to Italy as well (various
ministerial panels have already been set up),
and LIPU will work to make sure that there is no
weakening of the laws protecting nature. We will
equally have to ensure that the new wave of works
being undertaken as part of The Recovery and
Resilience Plan does not bring signi!cant damage
to Italian biodiversity with it, and that the plan
for ecological transition in general is appropriate.
Above all, we will try to spread the understanding
of what is truly precious: more than rare metals,
more than the discoveries of technology. We look
upwards into deep space, in search of new worlds,
and downwards into the depths of the earth, in
search of new material riches, but struggle to
see what is around us. The magic of what we call
leaves, roots, branches, water, rivers, ponds, the
sea, the grass, swallows and bees. Earth. The magic
of what, pace Norman Foster, no smartphone can
ever equal. This is the true beauty; this is how we
will truly be saved.
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***
SAVE THE LANNER
Marco Gustin, Head of Species and Research

T

he hard work of volunteers at surveillance
camps for Bonelli’s Eagles has produced wonderful results. In 2021 the population on Sicily has
doubled, with 43 chicks !edging. In contrast, the
Lanner Falcon is faring very badly. As its dramatic
decline continues, urgent action is needed to save
it from extinction.
Two species of birds of prey. Both at risk of
extinction. But the similarities end there. While
Bonelli’s Eagle has a good chance of recovery,
the Lanner Falcon faces a real, increasing risk of
extinction.
The future of both these magni"cent birds lies
in Sicilian hands, for the simple reason that
most of the two national populations live in the
region. Over 50 pairs of Bonelli’s Eagles have been
counted, to which we can add a single probable
breeding site in Calabria. In 2021, the population
has doubled, with some 43 chicks !edging. Only
ten years ago this bird was con"ned to remote
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areas where prey – mostly their favourite, wild
rabbit, but also other species – was available
and relatively abundant. Like the Lanner,
Bonelli’s Eagle su•ers from poaching and the
the• of chicks from the nest. The Lanner itself,
meanwhile, faces a bleak future. The estimated
population has halved in the last ten years, down
to 50 - 60 pairs, mainly concentrated in Sicily.
Volunteers
In the past, Bonelli’s Eagle has su•ered not just
from human disturbance but also from an erratic
supply of prey (especially during the breeding
season), from the risk posed by lethal electricity
cables, and from collision with high-voltage
power lines. The major threat, however, comes
from poaching and the illegal removal of young
chicks from their nests. Which further reduces
the already poor survival chances of the only
population in the whole of Italy.
In 2012, with the support of the Sti•ung pro
Artenvielfalt (SPA), EBN Italy, the Committee
against Bird Slaughter (CABS), the Association for
the Protection of Birds of Prey and their Habitats
(Altura), and of course LIPU, a raptor protection
group was born. With protection camps guarding
the nests most at risk from thieves, in 12 years the
group has delivered excellent results for both the
conservation of this species and the !ght against
illegal chick the• in Sicily.
The Population Doubles
The numbers speak for themselves. When
protection camps started, the group expected
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no more than 30 pairs; today the numbers are
double that, and 43 chicks •edged in 2021. The
group has set up camera traps, and maintains
three surveillance camps situated where the risk
of the• is greatest. Nest checks began in January,
and there are now 51 pairs of Bonelli’s Eagles
incubating eggs, with a further 12 observed by
volunteers.
The Raptor Protection Group is not only
concerned with nest surveillance. It also searches
the territory for new pairs, monitors Lanner
Falcons and Egyptian Vultures, publicises the
problems that a•ict these species, and carries
out checks at fairs and local events. Members also
support the forces of law and order (ForestaleCites, Carabinieri, etc.) whenever checks are made
on falconers, providing information on species
and the age of individual birds, and inspecting
Cites certi•cates. They also contribute to active
investigations.
It would still, though, be good to forge
new partnerships, including with local
administrations, electricity companies, and
livestock farmers. International studies reveal that
it is especially important to keep the area around
nests completely free of infrastructure and human
presence.
The objective of halting persecution and helping
the few remaining nesting pairs in Sicily has been
reached. And Bonelli’s Eagles now has a good
chance of survival thanks to the hundreds of
volunteers who, over the years, have monitored
and protected their nests.
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Lanner Falcon – Reversing the Trend
While measures to protect Bonelli’s Eagles have
led to a signi•cant increase in the regional (and
thus the national) population, sadly the Lanner
Falcon is facing an increasing risk of extinction
every year. Just like Bonelli’s Eagle, the Lanner is a
victim of chick removal from the nest. But despite
additional site checks, the Sicilian population
has declined. The Raptor Protection Group has
therefore decided to form a specialist team of
volunteers, but fears it may already too late.
At the global level the conservation status of
the Lanner Falcon is very favourable. In Europe,
meanwhile, this is not the case, with numbers
falling in almost the entire breeding area. Even
in Italy, where the largest concentration of the
Lanner subspecies Falco biarmicus feldeggi is found,
overall numbers have halved in just ten years. It
is estimated that only 50 - 60 pairs now remain in
Sicily, the greatest European stronghold of this
iconic bird of prey.
Where does this species live, and what are its
habits? Lanner Falcons favour open, ‘steppe-like’
habitats . In contrast to other species, however, the
Lanner occupies a wide variety of habitats, from
deserts (in the narrow sense) to the grassy uplands
of the Apennines. Thanks to a broad choice of
prey species and the habit of hunting as a pair, the
Lanner can live in poorer ecosystems with a low
prey density, which similar-sized raptors would
not be able to tolerate.
The management and conservation of this species
is complex and di!cult because of a rapid decline
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in its numbers. This is probably the result of a low
rate of breeding success, caused by a variety of
coincident factors, including habitat reduction,
intensi•ed agriculture, disturbance of breeding
sites, the• from nests by tra•ckers and falconers,
increased human pressure on natural sites (not
least from wind farms near key breeding sites,
though this disturbance has yet to be quanti•ed),
worsening of diet, poisoning, electrocution, and
direct persecution by poachers.
Save the Lanner!
To prevent the• from nests it is necessary to
organise surveillance, especially of the sites
that are most at risk, including those on easily
accessible cli!s. Ornithologists have found that
in Italian regions where breeding areas are more
exposed to human disturbance, the population
of Lanner Falcons tends to decrease, sometimes
suddenly. With a severely fragmented and
signi•cantly reduced population, the Lanner
can be badly a!ected by even a single episode of
disturbance.
To conserve this species we need to create nature
reserves around all breeding sites, with a ban on
rock-climbing at locations that are suitable for
cli! nesting, together with nest monitoring where
the risk of disturbance is high. Hope is the word.
With Italy hosting 60 - 75 percent of the entire
European population, securing the survival of the
Lanner Falcon is imperative. Success would not
only mean better protection for biodiversity on
the old continent, it would also mean hope for the
future of this beautiful bird of prey.
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NUMBERS
BONELLI’S EAGLE
55 - 65 cm long
145 - 165 cm wingspan
43 chicks •edged in 2021
51 pairs laid eggs in 2021
12 pairs monitored by volunteers
LANNE• FALCON
43 - 50 cm long
95 - 105 cm wingspan
50 - 60 pairs in Italy
60 - 75 percent of the European population
found in Sicily

***
BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL
Nature Will Win
An interview with the director of BirdLife Ukraine
on the severe damage to biodiversity resulting
from the war, particularly in the south of the
country. Conservation projects do not, however
stop – thanks to the support of many partners,
including LIPU.
Claudio Celada, Director of Nature Conservation

C

onserving nature under bombardment seems an
impossible undertaking. And yet the Ukraine
Society for the Protection of Birds (USPB), established in 1994 as Ukraine’s BirdLife International
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partner, is not giving up. It is relaunching its own
commitment to the conservation of birds that live in
and migrate through the country and to the protection of sites and habitats that are important nesting or
stopover areas for birds. To understand the situation
in the light of the war that began in March, we interviewed the USPB’s director, Oleg Dudkin.
CC: How do you manage to carry out your nature
conservation activities in a war zone?
A key point of our work has always been the
conservation of the ecological value of natural
sites. So, not only have we not halted our normal
work, on the contrary we are trying to work in a
more active and e•ective way. Also, people are not
just striving to satisfy their own needs, they are
also paying attention to the world around them.
There is signi•cant interest in open-air activities,
including in urban birdwatching in the parks and
green spaces of Kyiv. And this also helps people
from a psychological standpoint.
CC: What are your main conservation projects at
the moment? And the target species and habitats?
We have a project to restore the hydrological
regime of a body of water in the north-west
of Ukraine (Rivne region), where there are no
active military operations. The implementation
of this project will guarantee irrigation in the
region, reduce •re risk, and conserve the natural
habitats of birds and animals in the region of
Pripyat Polesie. The target species are those
on the national Red List: Black Stork, Gadwall,
Osprey, Booted Eagle, Greater Spotted Eagle,
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White-tailed Eagle, Hazel Grouse, Black Grouse,
Common Crane, Eurasian Eagle Owl, Long-eared
Owl, Great Grey Owl and Aquatic Warbler. The
habitats are wetlands and forests, which are key
areas for the existence of rare avifauna but also
perform a very important function as a deterrent
to the attackers’ o•ensive, being areas that are
impossible or di•cult to cross.
CC: What has been the impact of the war on
habitats and species?
In north and north-west Ukraine the war has
not led to damage because these regions include
vast areas of inaccessible forests and swamps.
A dense river network with marshy !ood plains
has also contributed to stopping o•ensives. On
the other hand, in north-eastern, eastern and
southern regions the bombardment and mineral
exploitation has destroyed vast areas of habitat.
The impact on birds is re!ected in their high level
of disturbance and the reduction in nesting sites
due to the destruction of territories.
CC: What solutions do you envisage?
We have prepared a series of projects for which
we are seeking "nancial opportunities and
reliable partners. For USPB one of the key tasks
is currently that of restoring the wetland area of
Polesie, in the Pripyat river basin, which is found
in the region bordering Belarus.
CC: Which are the most valuable of the country’s
sites affected by the war?
The most valuable ornithological sites in Ukraine
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are concentrated in the south, in the Black Sea
region (Odesa, Mykolayiv, Kherson, to the south
of the region of Zaporizhzhya and Donetsk), the
biosphere reserve of the Danube, the biosphere
of the Black Sea and the biosphere ‘AskaniaNova’. There are also the national nature reserves
of Nyshnyodnistrovsky, Tuzlovsky lymany,
Biloberezhzhya Svyatoslava, Dzharylgatskyi,
Azovo-Syvashskyi and Pryazovsky. Here, tens
of thousands of aquatic and wetland birds are
concentrated on islands and in coastal reedbeds, in
addition to those migrating through the corridors
of the Black Sea rivers, the Dnieper, the Southern
Buh and the Dniester. In April the alluvial plains
and the valley of the River Dnieper were on •re,
in May it was the turn of the forest of the Kinburn
peninsula. This has undoubtedly interrupted the
natural nesting process of aquatic and coastal
birds and has killed an enormous number of
nesting birds and their young on the •ood plain of
the lower Dnieper.
CC: At such a difficult time, how useful is it to
belong to the BirdLife family?
The genuine concern of nearly all of the partners
of our worldwide association is very touching.
I would like to underline in particular the
strong moral support received from the global
and regional secretariats of BirdLife and our
European partners NABU (Germany), VBN (the
Netherlands), and OTOP (Poland), as well as LIPU,
with whom we have a long-standing friendship
that includes our working on a common project.
I would like to express sincere and profound
gratitude for their kind words of support and
material assistance, which give us hope.
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CC: You have shown yourselves to be very
brave and resilient. What do you imagine the
‘new normal’ will be for the USPB once all this is
over?
All Ukrainians, us included, will be very happy
when the war ends – even if for many that feeling
will be obscured by the loss of relatives and
friends as well as of various items tangible and
intangible. Our team will start a new phase of
work: the restoration of the natural equilibrium.
And for that, we hope for the continued support of
our BirdLife family.

Ukraine and Belarus: The support of BirdLife
Martin Harper, Regional Director, BirdLife Europe and
Central Asia
In the face of the su!ering that the "ussian
invasion has brought, it is extraordinary to assist
the determination of the Ukrainian people,
including the USPB team, who, in spite of terrible
personal circumstances, remain committed
to their mission to conserve nature. A similar
determination was demonstrated by the personnel
of our ex-partner in Belarus (APB), which was
closed by a tribunal of the country in March. Many
BirdLife partners are making it possible to support
refugees, and BirdLife – to sustain their actions
– has mobilised funds thanks to the generosity of
its Advisory Group and of partners such as LIPU.
These funds have, for example, helped our Polish
partner (OTOP) to support 20 people (and their
families) from the conservation community, 18
of whom come from Ukraine and 2 from Belarus.
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This support included help with travel, supplying
accommodation and basic necessities, and
assistance with procedures related to residence in
Poland.
We are now entering a new phase: we are
supporting refugees in applying their skills to
conservation work in Poland, helping them to
carry out botanical and mammal surveys on OTOP
reserves or organising birdwatching walks for
Ukrainians in Poland, to help them recover from
the trauma that has struck them.
Thanks to the generosity of the BirdLife
community we are also able to supply some
•nancial security to USPB personnel who remain
in Ukraine, so that they can, notwithstanding the
horrors of the war, continue their mission to save
nature.
***
LIPU IN ACTION
Andrea Mazza, Editor of Ali
The Kentish Plovers of Torre Flavia
Over the last few years, from springtime to
summer, a Kentish Plover camp has been held at
the Natural Monument of the Torre Flavia, on the
Roman coast. Promoted by the Natural Monument
marshland group and by LIPU, with the support
of Garol, the camp counts on the participation
of a number of volunteers, who are recognisable
thanks to their LIPU tabards. From early April
through to July, the volunteers protect nests
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– especially by installing protective cages, this
year with additional fox-proo•ng modi•cations
– and engage in monitoring, surveillance and
awareness activities, as well as providing training
for university students and the nearby LIPU Ostia
Oasis.
As is normal practice, the process begins with the
development of links with local administrations
– here, Cerveteri and Ladispoli – in order to secure
no-entry orders for dogs, and to preclude the
damaging mechanical cleaning of sand during the
nesting season.
These precautions, together with •eld activities,
led to sightings of several individual Kentish
Plovers and Little Ringed Plovers, and to a quite
unexpected rescue. On 13 June, a young Kentish
Plover was spotted •ying along the beach with
one leg tangled in •shing line. Upon landing, the
bird became attached a trunk, allowing volunteers
from the Plover camp to catch it and, a•er
checking it was in a good state of health, to free it,
thus avoiding it becoming yet another victim of
the more and more widespread phenomenon of
the •shing line killer. (Alessandro Polinori)
Nesting Platforms for White Storks
White Storks are returning to Treviso thanks to
LIPU’s encouragement and energy company Enel’s
sensitive approach with regard to distribution in
the area between Belluno and Treviso by Unità
Operativa di Treviso, which – in the district
of Silea, near the LIPU centre “Storks in Sile”
– installed the •rst platforms to encourage nesting
by this splendid species. Others will follow in the
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communes of Casale on Sile, near an existing
nesting site.
Another planned intervention will make a
potentially dangerous stretch of electric cabling
safe. Other o•cial protection measures are being
put in place to safeguard the future of the White
Stork, including protecting the areas where the
bird feeds and to provide ideal nesting sites.

Free Flight: Legality and the Protection of
Nature
Ten hectares of territory cleared of rubbish; 190
species of birds documented, of which 57 risk
extinction; a whole territory restored a!er years
of degradation. All the result of the Free Flight
project, conducted over the last few months in the
wetland of Le Soglitelle (Caserta) and "nanced by
the Fondazione con il Sud. The project comprised
a partnership between the District of Villa Literno,
the regional natural reserves of Foce VolturnoCosta Licola and Lake Falciano, the Institute for
the Management of Fauna, LIPU, the Agrorinasce
Consortium and the Forest Police. For three
years a network of citizens have been working
to maintain the area and participate in citizen
science projects, including the monitoring of
biodiversity carried out via direct counts and bird
ringing. Over 10 hectares of territory have been
cleared of urban rubbish, and an area of around
460 hectares around the Visitor Centre has been
monitored according to a plan to ensure safety for
visitors and volunteers. Even cases of poaching
have been eliminated thanks to recommendations
from law enforcement. Over 364 individual
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visitors and accompanied school groups have
been welcomed. Today, we can •nally say that an
enclosed area of 100 hectares around the Visitor
Centre is completely usable (Rino Esposito).
Gravine Area – Protecting Raptors and Storks
Intense monitoring activities in the area around
Gravine are continuing. Excellent results have
already been achieved, although we need to await
the arrival of young birds in September/October
for a •nal assessment. Thus far we can con•rm
the presence of all the species already identi•ed
in previous years, but sadly have to record a pair
of Black Storks’ failure to nest because of the
unauthorised erection of a sports climbing wall
near the nesting site.
We recently launched an awareness campaign
at the social cooperative A Modo Loro (Their
Way), which cares for young people with speci•c
learning di!culties or problems at school. It
has been wonderful to see how much •lms and
photographs of wildlife have captured these
young people’s attention and curiosity and have
allowed us to speak about nature and ecology. We
also organised a brief expedition to observe the
•rst "ights of Pallid Swi#s and Lesser Kestrels
from their roosts near the school. (Emiliano
Montanaro)
Sirmione Protects Swallows
In Brescia, it has been decided to protect Barn
Swallows, House Martins, Swi#s and bats. Thanks
to the actions of the local LIPU branch and of the
organisation Lac, which met with the Luisa Lavelli
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Syndicate, the Region of Sirmione has approved
– a •rst in the province of Lombardy – regulations
that protect the nesting sites of Swallows, Swi•s,
House Martins and bats during the nesting
season. In particular, the destruction of nests
has been forbidden, and protection – including
measures to prevent pigeons from entering – has
been provided for the nesting sites of small
birds, including ensuring suitable access to rural
buildings, garages and sheds.
Harmful Flights for Golden Eagles
A scienti•c convention regarding research into
the fauna of an ecosystem undergoing change in
the regions of Cansiglio and the Treviso Prealps
(Cansiglio e Prealpi Trevigiane, indagini faunistiche
in un ecosistema che cambia) took place last March
in Treviso. The event, organized by the LIPU
section of Vittorio Veneto in collaboration
with the Cinema and Environment Association,
was attended by 130 people. Delegate Roberto
Guglielmi, one of six speakers, presented the
results of the monitoring during 2021 of two
Golden Eagle nests in the Treviso Prealps.
Paragliding and ‘deltaplaning’ at the cli!s of
one of the two nests changed the adult birds’
behaviour, causing them to leave the nest during
brooding. In addition, other human excursions
created stress for the adults, who neglected their
young and their foraging duties. Among the
prestigious speakers was Marco Gustin, of LIPU,
who spoke on the growing human presence in
the area and caring for the Golden Eagle in Italy.
The convention was dedicated to the memory of
Saverio Lombardo, naturalist from Vittoria, who
died 10 years ago. (Roberto Guglielmi).
Ali Summer 22
Page 28

The First Webcam in a White Stork Nest
There is an important innovation at the White
Stork project in Calabria, launched at the LIPU
section of Rende in 2002 in collaboration with
the •rm e-Distribuzione. A video camera has
been placed – by technicians from the •rm, and
from the territorial unit of Cosenza and the Blue
team of Rende – in one of the 31 White Stork
nests present in Calabria. It provides real-time
live footage to those who visit lipurende.it, making
it possible to follow the phases of courtship, the
laying of an egg, and the loving care lavished by
the adults on nurturing their young until !edging.
The initiative will also enable naturalists and
volunteers from LIPU to provide lessons on the
White Stork directly to school classes simply by
clicking on the link, a great teaching aid with
regard to the value of protecting our wildlife.

Casa LIPU
Thanks to a generous legacy le" by a member
in Italy, LIPU has, at last, a permanent home.
Remaining in Parma, and part of an urban
regeneration scheme, the new headquarters will
be opened later this year and will feature a more
modern and e#cient layout than o#ces of the
past.
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TAIL FEATHERS
We in LIPU-UK have always felt that the active
soliciting of legacies is distasteful but we are truly
grateful to those who choose to remember us in
their wills. In the last year these have been:
Miss J W Canvin
Miss Ailsa Chamberlain
Miss Pauline Davey
Margaret Hicks
Mr Brian Hinds
Ms S.M. Thompson, and
Ms Audrey Tunbridge
***
As always, we are supported by our loyal friends
and members, but it is right to acknowledge
donations made by grant-making bodies which
were for this year:
AISPA
The Gay Birders Club
The Peter Smith Charitable Fund for Nature
The Valerie White Memorial Trust, and
The Wake!eld Naturalists Society
***
LIPU-UK DELEGATE
David Lingard
Fernwood
Doddington Road
Whisby
Lincs
LN6 9BX
Tel: 01522 689030
www.lipu-uk.org
mail@lipu-uk.org
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My thanks to my production team who, for this
issue, were: Barbara Avery, Dave Brooks, Caterina
Paone, Peter Ra"erty, Lesley Tompkins and John
Walder.
***

A young Kestrel just a day or two after leaving the nest

A Corn Bunting photographed in spring in Catalonia

The map, above, shows the location of just some of the work being
done by local branches of LIPU. This is a small sample, there is simply
not enough space to describe many more similar projects.
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The Kentish Plover is the subject of a series of LIPU projects,
mostly in the south of the country. The birds often choose
sandy beaches to nest and this brings them into conflict with
holidaymakers. LIPU teams identify the nest sites, put up
notices and, in some places, fence off the areas.

STOP THE MASSACRE
APPEAL 2017

Please help us
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