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It’s always good to see success. Here is one of the thirty young 

Collared Pratincoles hatched this year in Sicily, thanks to 

collaboration between LIPU and the farmers.

© Manuel Zafarana

Above, illegally held wild birds are taken away, see page 22

Cover photograph, an Osprey. © David Lingard, see page 28
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A business year for us is July to June and that just 

ended has been memorable in many ways. It 

has, of course, been dominated by the restrictions 

and effects of the Covid pandemic and no one would 

have thought at the start of the year that it would be 

“business as usual” – and, no, it wasn’t.

In short, 2020-21 was one of the most successful 

years in our 33 year history. It’s not just about fund 

raising, although I’ll return to that, – for the first 

time for many years we finished the year with more 

members and supporters than at the start – a warm 

welcome to those who have joined us.

Our supported projects have been almost totally 

successful, only one had to be put off until next year 

because of restricted access to beaches in Sardinia 

– but those very restrictions will have had a welcome 

effect on breeding Kentish Plovers.

The protection of Bonelli’s Eagle nest sites continues 

to pay dividends with 16 nests monitored by LIPU 

volunteers (of about 50 in total co-ordinated by 

GTR) and 16 young birds fledged. These proven 

methods are being transferred in the coming year to 

protecting the nests of Lanner falcon in both Sicily 

and mainland Italy.

I return to the matter of finance, because without 

this subject nothing can be done. LIPU-UK had 

a total income of over £107,000 and, of this, over 

£40,000 came in support of our annual appeal. This is 

the most successful appeal in our history and in view 

A year to remember

Editorial

David Lingard
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of the modest size of our group it reflects enormous 

credit on you all – the supporters of bird protection 

in Italy. Danilo, our Director General and Claudio, 

the Conservation Director, join me in a heartfelt, 

Thank You. 

* * *

ONE DAY IN JUNE

Danilo Selvaggi, LIPU Director General

Three high-profile events, vital both for biodiver-

sity and for all our lives, occurred in the course 

of the same day – in Strasbourg, Brussels, and Rome, 

respectively – on 9 June. Now we must finish what 

was started that day, down to the last detail. LIPU will 

work to see that this happens.

June 9, 2021 dawned. The first event took place 

in Strasbourg, where the staff of the European 

Parliament were working on final preparations 

before the vote on the new European Strategy for 

Biodiversity for 2020 - 2030, a crucial document on 

which the fate of nature will depend, and not only 

that of Europe’s nature. Known under the inspiring 

title of “Bringing nature back into our lives”, the 

document places before the Member States a long 

series of vital objectives: the protection of at least 

30 per cent of the region’s surface area, both on 

land and at sea; the creation of a European network 

of ecological corridors; restoring at least 25,000 

kilometres of rivers to their natural state; a halt to soil 

erosion; arresting the decline in birds and pollinators; 

the protection of “primary forests”; the promotion of 

ecologically sound agricultural practices; and more. 

It is a vast, ambitious, and urgent programme, set 
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before the Parliament in Strasbourg thanks to the 

sustained efforts of the European Commission, and 

now handed over to the politicians. It is vital that 

they do not hinder its progress. Wednesday, June 9, 

in a city in Alsace – unsettled weather. Clear spells 

alternated with cloud and a little rain. A metaphor 

perhaps for the uncertainty weighing upon the vote 

and its consequences.

What We Are Asking for

In the two days prior to the vote, the European 

Parliamentarians debated the document extensively 

before dividing into those for and those against. 

The overall impression was that there was a clear 

majority in favour, and that the result was thus never 

seriously in doubt. César Luena, Vice-President 

of the Environment Commission and proposer 

of the motion, opened the debate, demonstrating 

its philosophy to the Members: “Thank you, Mr. 

President, Mr. Commissioner and honourable 

colleagues: after a long journey we are finally going 

to debate this report on the EU Biodiversity Strategy 

for 2030. I would like to thank the scientists first 

of all, because it is thanks to them that we have the 

evidence, the proof that it is absolutely necessary to 

carry this through with determination and clarity 

of focus. I would also like to thank the activists, 

particularly the NGOs and the young people, as well 

as the technical staff at the Commission. It has been 

a great effort by them all. What we are now asking 

for is that the objectives of thwe Strategy for the 

restoration, protection and conservation of nature be 

made compulsory with a law on biodiversity that will 

halt the losses it is suffering. If we have a European 

law on the climate, why should there not be one on 

biodiversity?”

If we have a 

European law 

on the climate, 

why should there 

not be one on 

biodiversity?
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A Fundamental Right

“In addition”, Luena continued, “we are asking that 

the climate and biodiversity crises be confronted 

together, with a common plan of action for the long 

term, because the two crises are in reality one and 

there is no future in acting separately. We also want 

to see a green Erasmus programme to promote 

environmental education via conservation projects 

and the restoration of ecosystems. We ask too for a 

healthy environment to be a fundamental right. As 

it stands, honourable friends, this is a principle but 

not yet a right. That right to a healthy environment 

must be recognised and written into the fundamental 

rights Charter.”

For Europe and the World

Luena’s passionate address was followed by 

contributions from almost 60 Members, from all 

groupings and many countries, the vast majority of 

whom adopted pro-Strategy positions, embracing 

both the spirit and the letter of the report. In the 

words of the Members, one could discern a growing 

understanding of the issues at stake from at least part 

of the political spectrum. There was, however, no 

lack of opposing interventions, indicative of the risks 

the Strategy might entail for development and the 

economy. It required Environment Commissioner 

Virginijus Sinkevicius to bring clarity: “This is our 

best chance to demonstrate that protecting nature 

brings benefits to all sectors of society. The way 

ahead will be neither straight nor easy, but we have 

many reasons to be optimistic. Approving our 

Strategy and carrying it through will be essential 

for Europe and for the world.” And so it came to 

the vote, that morning of sunshine and showers, 

Approving our 

Strategy and car-

rying it through 

will be essential for 

Europe and for the 

world.
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June 9. There were 515 in favour, 90 against, and 86 

abstentions, and with a huge majority the European 

Parliament approved the report on the new European 

Strategy for Biodiversity.

Infractions!

At the same time as the vote was taking place in 

Strasbourg, the second of our three events was 

playing out in Brussels. The EU Commission was 

meeting to evaluate Member States’ violations 

of community directives and to decide what 

procedures should consequently be opened against 

them. Among the agenda items that crucial day 

in June there was one of particular interest – that 

of the management of the Natura 2000 network, 

the most important European instrument for the 

preservation of biodiversity. In Italy, many steps 

forward have been made regarding the network, but 

not enough. Among the gaps are marine biodiversity 

and the protection of seabirds, including Yelkouan 

and Scopoli’s Shearwaters, endangered despite the 

institution of Natura 2000 sites. On land, LIPU has 

exerted notable pressure in recent years, culminating 

in the proceedings lodged in Brussels in 2020 in 

which we detailed the deficiencies in Italian policies 

at the state and regional levels, and reluctantly sought 

intervention by Community authorities. It is a sad 

state of affairs to have to take one’s own country to 

court. But if your country abuses nature and all other 

means are exhausted, bringing a case becomes an 

inevitable duty. 

In Two Months’ Time

“We ask Italy”, reads the document that commences 

the proceedings, “to conform with EU legislation 
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in respect of the protection of nature and to 

provide for adequate protect of habitats and species 

across the Natura 2000 network. It is a matter 

of fundamental measures for the protection of 

biodiversity throughout the Union, to halt its 

decline, maintain important natural sites and repair 

damaged ecosystems. In its current state, Italy’s 

Natura 2000 network does not include in adequate 

measure the various species and habitat types in need 

of protection. The most serious omissions include 

those for marine species such as the Mediterranean 

Monk Seal, the Loggerhead Turtle and the Bottlenose 

Dolphin … as well as the designation of marine 

sites for various species of seabirds including the 

two shearwaters. For these reasons the Commission 

has decided to issue a letter of formal notice to 

Italy, giving it two months to respond and adopt the 

necessary measures”. If a satisfactory reply is not 

forthcoming, the Commission concludes, it will take 

action. 

Hope for the Shearwaters

The infraction procedure is a long and complex 

process, set in motion with the letter of formal notice 

– a warning that there is an unsatisfactory state of 

affairs – followed by the so-called reasoned opinion, 

a detailed explanation of the violation of Community 

directives that the Member State is accused of. In 

cases where the country has neither proved it has 

been acting correctly nor rectified the situation, the 

Commission refers the case to the Court of Justice, 

which will examine the case and issue a penalty. 

There are as many as 89 infraction proceedings 

currently open against Italy, of which 18 concern 

the environment, making it by some way the subject 

most frequently cited among violations committed 

In its current state, 

Italy’s Natura 

2000 network 

does not include in 

adequate measure 

the various species 

and habitat types in 

need of protection.
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by the country. As though on cue, among these is the 

latest notice – that regarding the lack of protection 

for marine biodiversity – issued this very 9 June. A 

little more hope for the turtles, and the cliffs and 

their yearning cries of shearwaters.

Nature in the Constitution 

The third of our three events commenced at 9:16 

a.m. that Wednesday, at Palazzo Madama in Rome, 

in the Chamber of the Senate of the Republic. In the 

announcement of the Order of the Day, one point 

of huge significance: the outline of law 83 to modify 

the Italian Constitution in matters of the protection 

of nature, and particularly articles 9 and 41. It is an 

initiative that has been worked on for years without 

success, due to the objective difficulties encountered 

when attempting any constitutional change, and 

the resistance of those actors opposed even to the 

idea of nature being an element of the Constitution. 

Not that there is no mention of the environment 

in the Constitution currently. According to article 

117, section S, the state has reserved powers on 

“the protection of the environment, ecosystems and 

cultural heritage”. The intention however is not only 

to reinforce these constitutional provisions, but to 

modify the Constitution at the highest level, in its 

primary articles, inserting references to biodiversity 

and the environment among them. This, therefore, 

is the aim of law 83, which seeks to add to article 

9 “The Republic promotes cultural development and 

scientific and technical research. It protects the countryside 

and the historic and artistic inheritance of the Nation” 

the following passage: “[The Republic] protects the 

environment, biodiversity and ecosystems, in the interest of 

future generations. The laws of the State are the framework 

for the ways and the means of animal protection”. 
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The proposed law also asks that in consequence 

article 41, regarding freedom of economic initiatives, 

should also be amended to include the proviso that 

economic activity should not be at the expense of the 

environment – a revolutionary proposal.

224 Times Yes

The debate in the Senate followed months of 

contestation and amendments, and was intense and 

highly contested, pitting those senators in favour, 

who recognised the beneficial and innovative scope 

of the text, against those who – like their peers in 

the European Parliament debate on the Union’s 

biodiversity strategy – did not understand its 

capabilities and feared setbacks for the economy. 

At last at 10:40 a.m. came the vote, 224 senators 

declaring themselves in favour, 23 abstaining, none 

voting against. And the Senate approved the changes 

to the Constitution. Before being given definitive 

approval, it still has to shuttle between Chamber and 

Senate for at least another three votes, but even so, 

here too at Palazzo Madama, the setting for event 

number three, 9 June was a memorable date.

The Importance of Biodiversity 

What do these three events tell us, falling as they 

did by chance on the same day? They are obviously 

linked by biodiversity and by the importance 

– unthinkable previously – of it being given official 

status. Only a few years ago the very concept was still 

being questioned on the grounds of the linguistic 

difficulties it poses: “Biodiversity is a difficult word, 

one that is hard even to get into the vocabulary 

of the debate, we have to reckon with political 

realities and people’s ways of life”. Yet through the 
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ceaseless work of LIPU, along with that of the whole 

family of BirdLife International and the rest of the 

environmental movement, change has come and 

biodiversity gained entry, at least in part, into the 

nexus of things deemed important. So all is well 

then? Not at all. Even the dictates of the Constitution 

are not enough – protections are already in place. 

And all the infraction proceedings and denunciations 

in the world are not enough to prevent bad political 

and administrative choices. European strategies 

for biodiversity have failed to meet their objectives 

twice already. Moreover, there is a critical issue in 

the shape of the double-edged manner in which 

Europe operates in the environmental field. On one 

side there are ambitious programmes to put nature 

at the centre of the European project for recovery 

and for the future, on another the predilection for 

a still unsustainable model of development. It is 

a contradiction found also in the approval of the 

Italian Recovery Plan, irredeemably weak when 

it comes to biodiversity, though unquestioningly 

promoted in Brussels. Yet in spite of these doubts, 

the events of June 9 are truly exceptional, and 

represent a real, huge opportunity for change. LIPU 

will work toward this more than ever, so that the 

decisions encapsulated in these three events are fully 

implemented and reach completion. Then, shall we 

say, the uncertain weather in Strasbourg will change 

for the better.

Indispensable 

“From the greatest rainforest to the smallest parks 

and gardens”, so reads the new European Strategy for 

Biodiversity, “from the Blue Whale to microscopic 

fungi, biodiversity is the incredible variety of life 

on Earth. We human beings are but one filament of 

Yet in spite of these 

doubts, the events 

of June 9 are truly 

exceptional, and 

represent a real, 

huge opportunity 

for change
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this great net, on which we depend for everything; 

for food, air, water. Nature is important not only for 

our physical and mental well-being, but also for the 

capacity of society to face up to global change, to the 

threats to our health and catastrophic events. Nature 

is indispensable”. For human societies, the discovery 

of nature is like a new Copernican revolution, 

in which we learn that nature does not revolve 

around us, as did the Sun around the Earth before 

Copernicus. We are human beings who live through 

nature, breathe it in and gain our nourishment from 

it, depend upon it completely. It is a need that is not 

only physical but also cognitive, moral, aesthetic, 

spiritual and existential. It underpins the organisation 

of society, which draws from nature essential benefits 

and services, but nature means also to be entranced 

by a flock of geese, the dance of cranes, by the 

secret life of the woods, the colours of flowers in 

bloom, or meditation on the abyss of the oceans or 

the icy altitudes of the mountains. Commissioner 

Sinkevicius was right: there are many reasons for 

optimism.

Special Days

On June 9, 1996 I got to know Silvia, who was to 

become my wife. We had, in fact, met some months 

earlier, at the opening of a LIPU garden in Rome, in 

the former psychiatric hospital of Santa Maria Della 

Pieta. But that 9 June was the day of the spark. It 

was a soft and shining afternoon. The air was clear, 

the sky an endless blue. The swifts overhead traced 

out their acrobatics, indifferent to what was going 

on below. And below there was us, carefree twenty-

somethings, talking of the past and the future, of 

our hopes for the morrow, and “what music do you 

like”. A few hours that passed in an instant, but 
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endure to this day. There are days like this in the 

lives of all. Days that are special, and boundless. 

Days that never end, that cannot end. Days to be 

protected, and nurtured, in space and in time. Days 

on which to base projects for ourselves, and projects 

for communities. Days of hope, not to be given up 

to loss of hope and disillusion. Days on which to be 

happy.

LESS HUNTING, MORE PROTECTION

Giovanni Albarella

The new hunting season has opened, with in-

creased protection for the Turtle Dove and other 

species, in spite of resistance in the regions. LIPU’s 

work continues ceaselessly.

The new hunting season has only just started and 

LIPU is already fully involved, alongside other 

organisations, in the legal field, with new resources 

to combat the illegal intentions contained in 

various hunting calendars, starting with the extent 

to which vulnerable species can be hunted.  We 

are especially concerned about the Pochard and 

the Lapwing – two species classified as SPEC1; in 

other words, threatened on the global level – whose 

suspension from the list of species that can be 

hunted was requested two years ago by the European 

Commission and by the Environment Ministry, and 

today is once again, by Ecological Transition. Some 
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regions continue to ignore such requests and to 

include the species in their hunting calendars. Our 

actions, then, were inevitable, and have lead – among 

other events – to interventions by the regional 

administrative tribunals of Veneto, Marche, Calabria, 

and Sardinia.

There is, meanwhile, another 

hunted species that is the object 

of a great deal of attention 

this year: the Turtle Dove, 

also classified SPEC1. The 

European Commission has 

repeatedly reminded organisations 

that in order to carry out hunting of a species in 

a poor state of conservation they have to provide 

an active management plan. This should include 

actions aimed at improving the habitat, and limited, 

controlled hunting based on definite data from the 

game bag and effective inspections, this if they are to 

avoid the possibility of not being able to hunt at all.

This is why, with the technical support of the ISPRA 

(Italian Institute for Environmental Protection 

and Research), the Ministry has compiled a draft 

plan for managing the species; a plan that among 

other measures envisages the prohibition of the 

anticipated hunting season (a very important measure 

for protecting the migration of the Turtle Dove). 

Opposition from the regions, which are being 

increasingly pressured by the pro-hunting lobby, 

froze the plan and spurred the Ministry into writing 

to them, reminding them that in agreement with 

an ad hoc plan, the Turtle Dove will not be hunted. 

Several regions (including Tuscany and Emilia 

Romagna) complied with this. But others (Veneto, 

Abruzzo, Puglia, Calabria, and Sicily) decided to 

... allowed the 

Turtle Dove to be 

hunted, therefore 

forcing LIPU and 

other associations 

to resort to legal 

measures, in some 

cases successfully 

(Veneto, Abruzzo, 

Calabria).
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ignore the request and allowed the Turtle Dove 

to be hunted, therefore forcing LIPU and other 

associations to resort to legal measures, in some cases 

successfully (Veneto, Abruzzo, Calabria).

The existence of a management 

plan that is not only 

written but is effective and 

properly applied is essential for at 

least the authorization of hunting. 

Even in this respect several regions 

are lacking. The case of the Skylark, one of the most 

hunted birds in Italy, is an outstanding example: a 

national management plan for the Skylark, a species 

with favourable conservation status in Europe 

(SPEC3), has existed since 2018, and therefore a 

management plan has been essential. And yet, after 

three years, many of the provisions indicated in the 

plan have not been implemented, and data regarding 

a reduction in hunting is still extremely vague or 

totally absent. 

In short, few regions are in a position to provide 

proper data on animals that have been hunted over 

the last ten years, and hunting thus continues, 

without any information on the impact it has on 

species, including those most threatened. This is a 

worrying picture and a serious violation of article 7 

of the Bird Directive, according to which Member 

States should ensure that hunting activity respects the 

principles of wise use, starting with knowledge of the 

data from the game bag. This is why the ISPRA has 

requested that the Skylark should not be hunted (or 

that the numbers killed should be greatly reduced) 

in regions with a proven shortage of management 

measures, and why LIPU contacted all Italian regions 

requesting explanations and urgent actions.
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What conclusions should be drawn from this 

picture? At least three: 1) that the Italian regions are 

continuing with their drift towards a pro-hunting 

position and violations of the rules – this could 

lead to a decisive intervention by the European 

Commission; 2) that this shows that hunting in Italy 

is an obsolete and harmful activity; 3) that the actions 

taken by LIPU to oppose these practices will not stop 

and will continue to succeed. Protection of species 

is on the increase, and will only increase further 

in a world that is seeking less hunting and more 

protection and respect.

* * *

WE WANT TO COMPLETE NATURA 2000

Giorgia Gaibani, Officer with Responsibility for The 

Defence of the Territory, and Natura 2000.

After five years of hard work, LIPU has obtained 

the European Commission’s go-ahead for a 

legal case against Italy for its failure to designate new 

Special Protection Areas (SPAs) for the safety of 

marine birdlife.

On 9 June last, the European Commission published 

a “package of infringements”, a list of the latest legal 

actions initiated against Member States that are 

failing to comply with their obligations laid down 

in the laws of the European Union.  We expected 

the publication, but didn’t yet know whether these 

legal actions would include a case against Italy over 

the complete lack of sites for the network Natura 

2000, requested by LIPU, in particular for seabird 

protection. To our relief, we discovered that the 

Commission had included the case.  Thus, the 
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Commission underlines the most serious gaps in 

marine protection, including the lack of Special 

Protection Areas for safeguarding species such as 

Scopoli’s and Manx Shearwaters.

LIPU has sought for years with, in communication 

with the Regions and the Ministry of the 

Environment (today the Ministry for Ecological 

Transition), to extend the Natura 2000 network to 

the sea, in particular with regard to the establishment 

of SPAs.  This, our request, is supported both by 

the rules of the European Union and by objective 

scientific data, that were collected with LIPU-UK 

support. It is, however, a request to which the Italian 

authorities have never listened, so much so that in 

August 2020, LIPU was obliged to send legal papers 

to the European Commission requesting it press 

charges against Italy for violation in the shape of the 

complete absence of a network of SPAs in Italian 

waters.  It was this request for legal action that was 

approved on 9 June.

Sea Birds, Species under Threat

Many sea birds – including Scopoli’s Shearwater, 

Manx Shearwater and Audouin’s Gull – spend a 

significant part of their lives on the open sea, far 

away from the overcrowded land.  At the same 

time, their survival is threatened by changes in 

marine ecosystems due to the effects of climate 

change, of pollution, and of unsustainable fishing 

and tourism.  The longevity of these species further 

complicates matters because it may mask declines 

in breeding success and in the number of new 

breeding individuals in a population.  While once it 

was difficult to study the ecology and behaviour of 

sea birds given the lack of adequate tools, for several 

... their survival 

is threatened by 

changes in marine 

ecosystems due 

to the effects of 

climate change, of 

pollution, and of 

unsustainable fish-

ing and tourism.
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years now these technologies have been available.   

It is therefore no longer justifiable to delay, once 

more, identification of the most important areas for 

breeding and feeding, their establishment as Special 

Protection Areas (SPAs within the Natura 2000 

network, or the activation of concrete conservation 

measures.  In Italy, however, this has not happened, 

and the SPAs  are still not sufficient to be able to 

guarantee adequate safeguarding.  

From IBAs to the Infraction Procedure

To understand how we came to initiate legal 

proceedings against Italy for its complete lack of 

Natura 2000 sites, it is necessary to start from the 

Important Bird Areas (IBAs), the most significant 

areas for bird conservation, identified around the 

world as partners of Birdlife International.  In the 

European Union, the IBAs have achieved significant 

recognition. They are the scientific reference for the 

SPAs, including in the marine environment.  LIPU 

has identified 34 areas important for the conservation 

of species of sea birds, among which four involve 

the safeguarding of Scopoli’s Shearwater, identified 

thanks to a six-year survey project, partly funded by 

LIPU-UK.  Already in 2016, LIPU requested that the 

then Minister of the Environment set up a suitable 

network of SPAs for all sea birds, based exactly on the 

IBAs’ identification for Scopoli’s Shearwater.  When 

the request went unheard, the Association decided 

to send a report to the European Commission, 

which – still in 2016 – opened a complaint on Italy’s 

insufficient designation of Natura 200 sites in the 

marine environment.  Since then, successful steps  

have been very few: only Sicily has gone on to carry 

out a proper designation of one of the IBAs for the 

Scopoli’s Shearwater – the IBA of the “Pelagic Isles”.
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Thus, in August 2020 LIPU  sent a new complaint 

to the European Commission, furnishing it with 

updated data regarding Italy’s delay in confirming 

the IBAs and in completing the SPAs, in the process 

demanding the closure of the investigation and the 

opening of a formal legal case.  Which brings us to 

9 June of this year, when the Commission opened 

legal case 2021/2028, against Italy for its failure to 

complete the Natura 2000 network, citing how the 

most serious omissions concern sea birds and marine 

habitats.  

The Natura Network 2000 Must also be Blue in 

Colour 

The European Union’s strategy for biodiversity 

up to 2030, approved last year, is a step in the right 

direction.  It provides for the protection of almost 

30 per cent of the sea’s surface – of which 10 per 

cent will enjoy rigorous protection – and requires 

that the completion of the Natura 2000 network be 

guaranteed, alongside the effective management of all 

sites.  

On dry land, Natura 2000 is more or less complete, 

despite some gaps remaining (such as guaranteeing 

as a matter of urgency solid, effective management 

of the terrestrial sites). At sea, however, the 

confirmation of Sights of Community Importance 

(SCIs) and SPAs is seriously delayed and the area 

of Italian territorial waters protected within Natura 

2000 is greatly inferior to that of other Member 

States, including France, Spain, Portugal and Greece.  

Consequently, the conservation measures put in 

place to eliminate or reduce the factors that threaten 

the state of conservation of marine habitats and the 

species that live in them are also insufficient.
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It is therefore a matter of extreme urgency that the 

Regions, in concert with the Ministry for Ecological 

Transition (formerly the Ministry of Environment), 

identify new Natura 2000 sites on the basis of 

scientific criteria, fixing as soon as possible clear and 

sufficient conservation objectives and measures.

What Happens Now, and What LIPU Requires

Italy must now complete the Natura 2000 network 

and adopt necessary measures in response to the 

Commission. Otherwise, in the absence of a 

satisfactory response, the Commission may decide 

to proceed with legal action by sending Italy  a 

reasoned opinion.  The opening of the legal case is 

a very important signal, a strong action that bears 

witness to the commitment of the Commission to 

make all Member States respect European rules for 

the protection of nature.  It indicates, in addition, 

that the Commission is ready to listen to LIPU and 

to citizens who demand action to stop the decline in 

biodiversity.  The opening of this legal procedure is, 

meanwhile, also a symptom of the umpteenth default 

on Italy’s part with regard to European regulations 

and of the failure of its policies to conserve the 

biodiversity of our country.

For these reasons, LIPU is today asking the Regions 

and the Ministry for Ecological Transition to 

respond to the legal case, proceeding rapidly with the 

completion of the Natura 2000 network, including 

the satisfactory identification and designation 

of marine SPAs for the protection of Scopoli’s 

Shearwater and of all the species in Appendix 1 of the 

Birds Directive, relating to the sea.  LIPU requests 

also that this completion of Natura 2000 take place 

on the basis of scientific criteria, via an approach 
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analogous to that applied by the same laws for the 

identification of IBAs. But not just this. It is also 

necessary with regard to the scope of the progress of 

designating SPAs that technical/ scientific  meetings 

be set up between the interested parties – including 

environmental associations. And it is also necessary 

that the identification and activation of the concrete, 

effective measures follow quickly on the heels of 

designation.

If this does not happen, however, LIPU will continue 

the fight even if this could lead to Italy being 

summoned before the European Court of Justice.  If 

ecological transition is to be as Europe is demanding, 

this will sadly be unavoidable.  The safety of 

shearwaters, gulls and the rest can no longer wait.

Natura 2000:  The abbreviations

SPA (Special Protection Areas) are areas identified 

and protected on the basis of the Birds Directive.  

SCI (Sites of Community Importance), which must 

then become SACs (Special Areas of Conservation) 

are areas identified and protected on the basis of the 

Habitats Directive.  

Together, these areas constitute the Natura 2000 

network.

LIPU requests also 

that this completion 

of Natura 2000 

take place on the 

basis of scientific 

criteria, via an 

approach analogous 

to that applied by 

the same laws for 

the identification of 

IBAs. 
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GOOD NIGHT

Fabio Procaccini  LIPU Napoli delegate

Our anti-poaching tour makes a stop at Napoli 

to tell the dramatic stories of LIPU guards: the 

night war on acoustic lures, and illegally imprisoned 

goldfinches.

In the Shadow of Vesuvius

The night silence is broken by the call of Quail 

(Coturnix coturnix), electromagnetic quail or “fonofil”, 

an unwelcome welcome for unsuspecting birds. 

We normally set up watch hoping to catch the 

poachers red-handed, but this time we are going for 

a bigger raid. Two nights of intensive work to find 

and confiscate as many lures as we can find from 

the countryside below Vesuvius. It is the start of 

Operation Good Night. It is May 2021.

The Old Stone Tower

Three cars, ten passengers, all LIPU guards and 

volunteers. Giuseppe Salzano, veteran and regional 

co-ordinator, opens a map and points out our 

destinations. We line up in convoy and leave for the 

back lanes, the darkness broken by the headlamps of 

distant cars. We stop, get out, and prick up our ears, 

trying to catch the sound of calls in the distance, 

but the barking of the stray dogs that roam the plain 

impedes us. Then we hear it. Distant. Pinpointing 

the source we climb back into our cars, those who 

know the area leading the way. Here we are, the calls 

becoming clearer and stronger, from the middle of 

a field, from an old stone tower. Fired up by shared 

adrenaline we continue on foot, torches in hand. We 
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find the device pretty quickly, turn it off, dismantle it, 

then remove it; our youngest handling the heavy car 

battery with ease.

How Many?

We soon hear other calls. Our night is progressing 

in the right direction. Arriving at an open space, 

we leave two people behind with the cars while the 

others search for malicious devices, their torches 

pointed at the ground. The vegetation is tall, hiding 

dangers in its darkness. The fastest of us quickly 

reaches the objective, the call coming from the 

middle of a field. We deactivate the lure but then 

hear two more from different directions and close by. 

Moving on, we reach the foot of a tree, a loudspeaker 

hidden up in the leaves. Two of our youngsters 

will see to that. Leaning back against the trunk, one 

folds his legs to make a step; the other takes a pace 

back then launches forward, using the step as a 

springboard to jump up, catch a branch, and climb 

the tree. He reaches the loudspeaker and lets it fall. 

We follow the cable back from the device to the 

lure. The cable ends at a large iron box secured by 

a thick padlock, the precious device hidden inside. 

But we have come fully prepared: crowbar, flex, and 

a certainly-not-to-be-forgotten lump hammer. We 

land heavy blows on the padlock, the noise filling 

the air. At last the padlock opens and there is a rush 

of almost childish curiosity to view the contents: a 

car battery, calling device, and pen drive, skilfully put 

together. We dismantle the lot, but now the other call 

has stopped. Surprise! – it wasn’t a lure at all, but a 

real Quail that had arrived in the night.

We start out again, but soon receive an SOS from 

one of our cars that has broken down, an old Panda 
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whose gear lever has unhooked itself on the bumpy 

tracks. We arrive quickly. One of our team, Antonio, 

is a capable auto mechanic. Lying on his back he 

slides under the Panda, and in a few seconds the car 

is fixed, ready to continue.

At the end of two nights’ work we have dismantled 

and seized nine lures. The sweep has not gone 

unnoticed, either by the hunters or by the locals who 

can finally rest from the incessant call of mechanical 

quail. We sigh with relief, for the moment at least.

Operation Noah

June 2021. I receive a lot of calls for help, mostly 

from people who have found young chicks. But some 

calls are different. Including one in which a caller, 

choosing to remain anonymous, provides the address 

of a flat where wild birds are being kept illegally.

As usual I go and assess the situation. Finding the 

flat, I locate the balcony where I can see many cages, 

but at this distance I can’t recognise the species. Two 

of the cages are larger, undoubtedly containing a 

pair of jays. The birds look very agitated, the typical 

behaviour of wild animals captured and confined. 

There is clear evidence of crime.

From canaries to tortoises

We assemble a team and return, alerting the flying 

squad of Carabinieri at Napoli, which quickly joins 

us. We start the search. A sixty-something collector, 

serial accumulator of birds, has several pairs of 

canaries and cockatiels (parrots), and is illegally 

keeping a pair of Jackdaws, Wood Pigeons and Jays, 

as well as two pairs of Quails, a Blackbird, a Robin, 

The birds look very 

agitated, the typical 

behaviour of wild 

animals captured 

and confined. 
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a Corn Bunting and a pair of Hermann’s tortoises. 

On the balcony we also find an activated cage trap. 

All the birds are confiscated and moved to the wild 

animal recovery centre (CRAS) of ASL, Napoli 

to be set free later. The man is reported to Napoli 

prosecutors for the detention and maltreatment of 

captured animals, and for the poaching of birds. 

The Domino Effect: The Goldfinches of 

Somma Vesuviana

The reports continue to come in, now more frequent 

and more detailed. As people begin to trust us they 

start to provide details of houses where protected 

birds are being hidden.

This time it is Goldfinches that are being kept at a 

property in Somma Vesuviana, inside the boundaries 

of the Vesuvius National Park. Two of our guards in 

plain clothes go to investigate. They study the route, 

access points, and prepare all the information we 

need to organise a raid. It is a semi-detached property 

from which they can clearly hear the song and calls 

of Goldfinches.

We talk to the park Carabinieri at Ottaviano who 

cover this area. We know the commandant well; he 

welcomes us, listens to us, checks the roster, and 

makes plans for the following day.

The Raid

Arriving at the barracks on the dot, we set out for our 

objective. The Carabinieri ring the bell and the door 

opens. On entering we immediately see small cages 

scattered round the outer courtyard, mostly holding 

goldfinches. A man, clearly tense and worried, walks 
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up to us. The car outside, in the green livery of 

the park Carabinieri advertises the reason for our 

visit. The man is 63 years old, and has a passion for 

Goldfinches. He offers no resistance, but tries to 

minimise his crime with the usual excuses. We carry 

out a search, finding some nine Goldfinches, a Song 

Thrush, and a Siskin.

Now Free

We take the eleven birds at once to the CRAS of ASL, 

Napoli to be examined by a vet before being set free. 

Immediate release isn’t always wise as some birds 

can become adapted to life in cages and are unable 

to survive if returned to the wild too soon. For these 

cases we gradually re-introduce the birds to flying, 

putting them in progressively larger areas before their 

final release.

The fight against illegal activities in the Napoli 

area is demanding, difficult, and tiring, but the 

determination and skills shown by LIPU guards and 

the forces of order are more than a match for the 

situation they face. Now the new hunting season is 

upon us. The poachers, with their lures and all the 

rest, have been warned.

* * *

LIPU IN ACTION

The Rollers of Livorno

Within the walls of an apparently abandoned 

house near Livorno, a pair of Rollers is setting 

up a nest. Watching them keenly is Emiliano, who 

has a lifelong passion for nature and birds. But after 
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five eggs appear in the nest, he learns of the start of 

a construction site nearby to rebuild the collapsed 

roof. Emiliano realizes that the family of Rollers is 

in danger and so he turns to the foreman and the 

owner and convinces them to leave a passage in the 

scaffolding. The adult birds, however, are too scared 

and no longer try to reach the little ones. Although 

legislation provides for a ban on destroying the nest 

before the end of reproduction, the construction site 

continues. A decision is urgently needed. Emiliano 

asks the Cruma of Livorno for advice and transports 

the five featherless young there. After about twenty 

days of care and another 10 in the preparation aviar-

ies to strengthen the wing muscles, they are ready for 

release. Each of those youngsters flies, without hesi-

tation, and will travel to a point never seen before but 

very clear to themselves: 8 thousand kilometres away, 

in South Africa, where they will spend the winter.

* * *

The lowland wolf

It is 5 pm on 29 May. The smartphone signals the 

arrival of a new message: I open it and find a photo 

of a wolf cub of a few days old, in the middle of the 

grass, and with a hand that approaches it. For a mo-

ment my heart stopped. I began to imagine the pos-

sible consequences, the dangers associated with that 

scene. Three years and three litters have passed since 

the first wolf sighting in the Torrile and Trecasali Na-

ture Reserve. We have seen the young grow, we have 

seen them participate in the social life of the pack of 

the Reserve and we have also seen them move away 

to form others in nearby areas, following the rules of 

their social life. This time, fortunately, it went well 

and that puppy, along with his brothers, was saved. 

Although 

legislation provides 

for a ban on 

destroying the nest 

before the end of 

reproduction, the 

construction site 

continues.
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Living with this species involves an awareness of the 

fact that a dialogue is needed between all the people 

involved, because the responsibility for the conser-

vation of the species lies with everyone. This is the 

approach of our association: collaborating to solve, 

respecting those who work but also nature and its 

needs (Gigliola Magliocco). 

* * *

The Osprey is back 

This year the osprey has again returned to nest 

on the coast of the Porto Conte Park. While 

two juveniles, male and female, were successfully 

fledged last year, this year there could be as many as 

three. “The event is of great importance” - explains 

Francesco Guillot, coordinator of LIPU Sardinia - “in 

fact the Osprey had not nested in Sardinia for over 

45 years. It is also the first couple to settle naturally 

in Italy”. Thanks to a collaboration with the Porto 

Conte park, the LIPU volunteers were able to moni-

tor all year round both the nesting site and the ponds 

and lakes and in the surrounding stretches of sea, 

eventually discovering the nesting of the Osprey. 

* * *

TAIL FEATHERS

This edition of the Ali is later than usual and 

the delay has been caused by a combination of 

delayed, and overdue, holidays and staff sickness in 

Parma. However, I think you’ll find the contents 

interesting and as this is the autumn edition I have 

enclosed tickets for the Annual Draw (if you have not 

opted out).
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Please support the draw, it is the only active fund 

raising we do in the year except for the Appeal in the 

spring. The three prizes will be sent out before the 

December festivities but despite what is said on the 

tickets we will delay the draw for an extra week to 7 

December.

Progress Report – membership cards

You may remember that I said we are not issuing 

membership cards unless requested, for a trial 

period of a year. Three quarters of the way through 

I can report that it seems to be a success in reducing 

postage costs as I’ve received no adverse comment. 

However, I do have some blank cards and can supply 

one if it is needed – please ask if you need one.

Frammenti

Trustee Lesley Tompkins selects news snippets 

from the LIPU network, translates the most in-

teresting and relevant items and collates them into a 

bulletin which appears roughly monthly. I then send 

this by email to anyone who has registered an inter-

est, whether they are members or not. The mailing 

list has not changed for some time so please let me 

know if you would like to receive Frammenti, and 

please feel free to circulate it to others – let’s spread 

the word. A couple of things to remember – you can 

retire from the Frammenti mailing list as easily as 

you can join it and I never pass addresses to anyone 

else.

Twenty five year members

An interesting fact is that very nearly a half of our 

members have been with us for 25 years or more 
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and I thank these “Silver Members” for their loyalty 

and hope that more will join their ranks.

Quick Reaction Fund 

Extreme weather events are becoming more com-

mon; on June 23 in the province of Syracuse, 

it reached 45 degrees and all of Sicily and southern 

Italy were caught in the grip of an extreme heat wave. 

For some days there were hundreds of Swifts, House 

Martins and other species that nest in houses, found 

dead or dying along the streets of the towns and cit-

ies, with just as many dehydrated and in difficulty. 

LIPU volunteers stepped in and helped in many ways 

and most did so at their own expense.

After the event we agreed with Claudio Celada, 

the Conservation Director, that there is a need  to 

provide necessary support in situations like this, 

where there is no time to follow more formal  

procedures. In the coming year we will establish 

this fund and replenish it when necessary so that 

emergencies can be dealt with quickly and effectively.

* * *

As with every issue of the Ali, it would not be pos-
sible without the help of my production team who, 
this time, were: Barbara Avery, Dave Brooks, Ca-
terina Paone, Peter Rafferty and John Walder – my 
thanks to them all. 

Line drawing are by courtesy of the RSPB and 

copyright in the images is shown in each.

* * *

LIPU-UK DELEGATE

David Lingard

Fernwood

Doddington Road

Whisby

Lincs

LN6 9BX

Tel: 01522 689030    

www.lipu-uk.org

mail@lipu-uk.org
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A young Kestrel just a day or two after leaving the nest

A Corn Bunting photographed in spring in Catalonia

© David Lingard

Audouin’s Gull is one of the threatened sea birds, see page 16.

One of the Rollers reared by LIPU staff at CRUMA, ready to fly, page 21
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