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Two birds to celebrate summer. 

The beautiful swallow images are by Francesco Tatti on the cover and 

Claudio Ceresi, above. The fine shot of a Western Meadowlark, below, 

is by Matthew Pendleton, see page 14.
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As I write this the world is in crisis as it struggles 

to cope with the spread of coronavirus, or 

COVID-19. Italy has become the first European 

country to see an alarming increase in the number 

of infections and the Italian government has acted 

quickly and decisively, introducing measures to 

reduce the spread of the disease.

LIPU has applauded the government and has 

willingly respected rules and guidelines issued by the 

authorities. Staff are working from home, reserves 

and visitor centres are closed, and various other 

measures will – combined – all help to prevent the 

outbreak running out of control.

What of nature then, and what of our commitment to 

fund a set of projects described later in this edition? 

All that can be said, at this stage, is that everything 

that can be done, in the circumstances, will be done 

and any work that is adversely affected will be carried 

out when the crisis is over.

In the midst of all this uncertainty we need to 

maintain our focus on the things that matter. The 

welfare of birds in Italy will still need our help after 

the virus has run its course, as it will. Let us put 

COVID-19 to one side and concentrate on what 

we can do to help our friends in Italy; they are 

depending on us. Please support our annual appeal 

with your usual generosity – Thank you.

* * *

 Nature is not forgotten

Editorial

David Lingard



Ali Spring 20
Page  4

THE AGE OF THE SWALLOW

Danilo Selvaggi, LIPU Director General

They voyage across 10,000 kilometres. They 

overcome obstacles, deserts, and seas. They 

are symbols of joy, and biological treasures, but 

also indicators of the health of the Earth. Above 

all, they are a challenge in terms of coexistence 

in this time of the Anthropocene. LIPU is studying 

ways to help them more effectively.

If it could talk to us - in an impossible interview 

or through the intervention of Solomon’s Seal - a 

swallow could tell us great tales that inspire us both 

practically and in spirit.

‘I leave my wintering grounds in Africa, ready to face 

a labour without equal. I traverse the whole of the 

continent, the Congo, the Central African Republic, 

Nigeria, and Chad. I sleep in great gatherings, in 

reedbeds or fields of elephant grass. I skim over the 

night-time forests of Dzanda-Ndoki, fly over the 

River Congo’s blue curves and look down on the 

green oases of Saint Floris. I see the wonders of this 

Earth and how much smaller it has become. I keep 

clear of the nets and the traps, set by those who 

would still try to capture me for food. I reach the 

first of the two deserts, the Sahara, followed by the 

second that is the Mediterranean. For me, the sea is a 

desert where I can find neither rest nor nourishment. 

To cross it is a dangerous task and many of us fall. 

Then, on the horizon, the little islands and salvation. 

I rest and I feed, then I set off again for the final 

destination, for  Italy, for Spain, for the lands of 

northern and eastern Europe. At last, I arrive home, 

for in short it is my home too, and this is true also for 
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the Swifts, the House and the Sand Martins: this is 

our place as well as yours; these are our homes just as 

much as they are yours. Then, having once arrived, it 

is time to prepare for another task, the reason for the  

journey: the nest, the little ones, the new lives. I am 

the swallow. I am a wonder of biology, the advanced 

technology of nature. I have been perfected, or nearly 

so. And I need you.’

Poetry of the Half-Season

The swallow’s is a poetry that endures, unfailingly 

quoted and loved. The swallow is a world in blossom 

and a waxing moon. It is spring’s half-season made 

full. It is the inspiration for children’s songs from 

ancient Greece (The Swallow Song of Rhodes), and 

for the Legend of the Shells from dynastic China: 

with the arrival of winter, the swallows would sleep 

in shells at the bottom of the sea, 

returning to the skies when the 

almonds were in bloom. Woe 

betide us, however, if a swallow was 

seen in winter: for the Romans it was 

a sign of ill omen and 

abnormal events.

Behind every legend, 

of course, there is 

an underlying truth, 

something always of observation or knowledge. To 

say therefore that the swallow means hope is the 

equivalent of thinking of everything that benefits the 

swallow: a healthy countryside, a varied landscape, 

rich in life and biologically diverse, culture and 

nature interacting for the good. But when things 

go badly for the swallows, cracks appear too in our 

hopes.
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On the Turning Away

For decades now the swallow has had unfavourable 

conservation status in Italy and the rest of Europe. 

The Italian population is of 500,000 to a million 

pairs, and has been declining for some time. BirdLife 

International has estimated the decline at a European 

level as being about 40 per cent over 35 years, with 

a loss of about 6 million pairs. ‘The data from the 

Farmland Bird Index, gathered over the period 2000- 

17 on a national scale’, adds head of the project, Laura 

Silva, ‘indicate a fall of 38 per cent, and it is likely to 

have continued in subsequent years.’ The threat has 

two main components: the destruction of wintering 

grounds and of resting places along migration 

routes, and the advent of agricultural methods at 

the breeding sites that have triggered a massive fall 

in the number of insects on which the swallows 

feed, along with the disappearance of many of the 

features of the rural landscape that are vital to them: 

hedges, ponds, animals on rough pasture, barns and 

stables for places to nest. The link to human needs 

is clear, because traditional agriculture evokes an 

aesthetically pleasing landscape, quality produce and 

a healthy environment, and a localised economy 

without ties to the mega-industrialisation of global 

agriculture: this last element is an agriculture that has 

spun into a vortex, in which intensification and the 

quest for sheer quantity are objectives that cannot be 

abandoned, and are even placed at a premium, so as 

not to succumb to economic competition. 

So it is that after a journey of five or ten thousand 

kilometres, a swallow returns, no longer to find its 

old window, its old ledge in the stables. Instead it 

finds a vast industrial shed, a monotonous landscape, 

a turning away: this is no longer your home.
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To Change Agriculture 

‘Yes, a different agriculture would truly be valuable’, 

says Federica Luoni of LIPU’s agricultural section, 

‘for the swallows and for us. The new Common 

Agricultural Policy must disincentivise intensive 

stock rearing methods in favour of extensive – for 

example, the organic grass-fed dairy industry, where 

the cows are fed on fresh grass or dried grass grown 

locally, according to the season. Also fundamental is 

increasing support for those who give up the use of 

synthetic chemicals while reducing it for those who 

insist on pesticide use.’ But to what extent can we 

hope that the new CAP, under discussion in Brussels, 

will be sympathetic to these goals? ‘While containing 

positive elements, such as a minimum amount of 

space dedicated to nature, the text itself is weak 

and risks being weakened still further by votes in 

Parliament and poor execution at the national level. 

So LIPU is working towards this with 

many Italian and European partners. It is 

difficult but we must try.’

Climate against Migration 

As if that were not enough, another 

menace hangs over the swallows 

and all the other migrants, great and small, 

bearing a name now of sinister note: climate 

change, along with the crisis in habitats that it causes, 

above all to wetlands, and the process of further 

desertification of wide areas of Africa, spreading 

from the Sahara. It is a worrying situation too in 

relation to the ability of swallows to migrate and the 

inevitable limits to their capacities. Fernando Spina, 

of the Bonn Commission and the State Institute for 

Environmental Research and Protection (ISPRA), 
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and one of the world’s foremost experts on trans-

Saharan migration, explains it well. 

The Road with No End and No Rest

‘Years of study in Italy and Europe, possible above all 

through the ringing of millions of swallows’, declares 

Spina, who has done much work, including with 

– among others – analysts such as Roberto Ambrosini 

and Diego Rubolini, ‘have allowed us to understand 

better the migratory strategies of the swallow. Its 

characteristic of catching insects in flight, and only 

in flight, had always led to the belief that contrary 

to what occurs with many species of trans-Saharan 

migrants, that have to build up huge reserves of 

fat before setting out, swallows migrated without 

fattening up, hunting while on the move. We now 

know that it is not the case, and that swallows fatten 

up as do other passerines before departing for Africa. 

There is however a physical limit to the amount of 

fat that swallows can put on before leaving. There 

is no doubt, then, that a further rapid increase in 

the size of ecological barriers will leave them with 

insufficient time to adapt their migratory strategies. 

At this rate, for the swallows and the other trans-

Saharan migrants, the deserts will become crossings 

too far to make. Insuperable obstacles.’ This too, 

then, is the result of changes in the climate, with the 

migration highways being made suddenly longer, and 

the service areas simultaneously closed.

Global Change

The desertification caused by climate change 

therefore adds to the aforementioned problems, and 

paints a potentially dramatic picture, of changes at the 

landscape level that are too rapid and cut too deep, 
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because nature has to face it at the very limits of its 

capacity for resilience.

And yet, the signals of a different culture, or at 

least a rethinking, are not totally absent. The Green 

Deal of the European Commission – the plan for 

the transformation of the economy and society in 

relation to the environment, presented in Brussels 

by the President, Ursula Von der Leyen – despite all 

its limitations is a concrete prospectus of vast reach, 

unprecedented both in our continent and the world 

as a whole. The Plan contains references to a more 

ecological agriculture, such as that suggested in the 

drafts of two key connected documents – Farm2fork 

and the Strategy for Biodiversity (in which the 

goal for 30 per cent of production on the European 

scale to be organic is proposed) – and is based 

more generally on the recognition that the current 

production model is no longer adequate, and that a 

new vision for global change must be set in place. 

For sure, it is easier said than done. It is a course in 

need of vast investment, with a difficult phase of 

transition, needing a huge effort devoted to opinion 

forming and political management, but it is a course 

that is essential and cannot be delayed.

Anthropocene, or Coexistence 

The story of the swallow tells us of another theme, 

the offspring of new times and environmental 

scenarios, the theme of coexistence. The 

Anthropocene, so-called, our current epoch, in 

which the whole planet has on it the mark of human 

presence, is itself marked also by a much tighter 

relationship between humans and nature. Bound 

together and interwoven. If we seem more detached 

from nature, using technology to create an alternative 

reality in which we feel protected, such a distancing 
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now no longer applies. The walls are breaking down. 

The planet is too small and complex to imagine a 

separate existence, in which our species lives on one 

side and the rest of nature on the other. Nature is 

all around us, asking for us to return the space that 

has been taken away. It acts in the way it has to. It is 

knocking at our doors. It might ask gently or bring 

the storm. If we do not understand this demand, 

the relationship between man and nature becomes 

difficult, conflicted, and to our detriment for this 

reason.

Why then, in this sense, is the swallow 

so important? Because, as we have 

said, it represents an emblem of 

the mutual gains that come from 

standing together. This little 

prodigy of nature is a living 

manual of good practice 

and good ideas. It tells us to 

change the way we eat, to care for the beauty and 

the variety of the land, to look after the animals we 

rear, and informs how we think about biodiversity 

and understand our economic goals. It asks us to be 

different. It is as if the V of its tail is a sign that tells 

us we are at a fork in the road and now face a choice, 

between the road to destruction and the path of 

coexistence.

Citizens with Rights

Starting from 1999, when LIPU initiated Progetto 

Rondine, the Swallow Project, reactivated and 

relaunched in 2016, Italy saw a growth in sensibility 

towards the swallow, which acquired a civic 

dimension, in the sense of a consciousness that 

swallows along with their cousins the Swifts, and the 
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House and Sand Martins are dwellers in our cities 

with their own rights. Among the mechanisms for 

recognising this, the Delibera Salvarondini (or Save 

the Swallows Resolution) is the most popular, and 

if well done the most effective. It involves an ad hoc 

community action with rules for the protection of 

nests in the area of the town: via building regulations 

(for the timing and type of restoration work 

etcetera) and provisions for monitoring up to and 

including police involvement. Up to now, 145 Italian 

communes have made provisions for swallows, 

thanks to a fervent campaign by LIPU volunteers, 

all the way from Sicily and Calabria to the fierce 

activism of the Varese delegation, all of them working 

to ensure that our cities become cities for swallows 

too.

Connections

But there is another general theme of the migration 

of birds still to be addressed: that of the necessity 

of constructing a politics of connectivity married to 

that of biological connectivity rather than impeding 

it. At present that is definitely not the case: the 

space between nature and politics is not filled with 

harmony. Here it is, then, that the swallows come 

again to our rescue. Let us say that they present us 

with a ‘registration video’ made on the long journey 

of migration, showing the reality they have witnessed 

from South Africa to the north of Europe. What 

we will see is: fragmentation of habitats, artificial 

barriers, crime and the politics of conservation 

differing from one land to the next. The lack of 

communication between states. For sure, we will see 

a few forward steps in land conservation, thanks to 

years of cultural and scientific work, and thanks also, 

it has to be said, to progress, even if only partial, in 
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the politics. If today we ask for things to change, it is 

in part because they have changed already. We have 

widened the scope of the rights of nature. We have 

placed it among the issues considered important. The 

councils of the communes make deliberations on 

the subject of the swallows, children look up to the 

skies and recognise them, the corridors of Brussels 

resound with judgements that would previously 

have been seen as mad. We must do still better. 

To this end, LIPU is envisaging something more 

– a programme that involves science, the land, the 

people, the whole of Italy. A great project to benefit 

the birds as they migrate, that has connection at its 

very heart, and even, appropriately to the swallow, the 

tiny but magnificent swallow, as its symbol.

Blue, White and Red

The swallows need us and we in turn have need 

of the swallows. Of their simplicity, though only 

apparent. Of their blue, white and red. Of their 

flight, the interweaving of a pure aesthetic with 

the lessons of life. Of their stories. We need the 

joy of their return, but also the sadness of their 

departure. The more so, for it is from this that we 

learn the grandeur of nature, beginning with the 

swallows getting ready to leave. We seem to see 

them, gathering and flexing their wings by the sea. 

Acrobatics before the voyage. They seem already 

smaller and more determined. They are agility and 

movement. They have the certainty of their biology 

and the courage of their uncertainty. They are the 

promise of better times. The blue. The red and the 

white. The time for coexistence. The Age of the 

Swallow.
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* * *

DICTIONARY OF THE 21ST CENTURY

Anthropocene 

It is one of the most worrisome ‘eco’ words of 

our times. The term was first hypothesised by 

experts from various disciplines who were already 

pondering the beginning of a new geological era 

– one that would be deeply influenced by human 

impact. The word was then officially proposed, in 

2000, by biologist Eugene Stoermer and by Paul 

Crutzen, winner of a Nobel Prize in Chemistry 
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and expert on the ozone problem, who explicitly 

linked this term to the big ongoing environmental 

crisis. The anthropocene is a time in which the 

entire planet is ‘branded’ by humans: urbanisation, 

soil transformation, waste, and various man-made 

products. 

* * *

WHERE ARE THE BIRDS?

Marco Gustin, Head of Species and Research

Three billion individuals have disappeared in the 

last 50 years in North America. These are the 

disturbing figures published in a study in Science. A 

trend that, if loss of habitat is not halted, risks spread-

ing to the rest of the planet. 

Once Upon a Time in 

America. The title of a 

very beautiful film by Sergio Leone 

– with a young Robert De Niro 

– that could today lend its name 

to a dramatic event consuming 

that continent. Thirty per cent of the birds of North 

America have disappeared in the last 50 years. The 

data were published in Science, one of the world’s 

most prestigious journals, in a study carried out by 

American and Canadian researchers and covering 529 

species of bird: 3 billion have disappeared; a tragic 

figure that provokes anger and bewilderment. An 

alarm bell without precedent since the crisis reaches 

far beyond the borders of North America, also 

involving more southerly wintering areas, namely 

Mexico, Central, and South America.
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Common Species and a Warning

The bad news is that climate change could further 

aggravate the decline in common species (the 

principal casualties of the study) as it alters habitats 

and threatens the plant communities thanks to which 

birds, currently, manage to survive. The decline, 

noted in North America, is confirmed in other 

parts of the world (in Europe an estimated loss of 

500 million birds in the last 40 years) with a fall in 

successful breeding levels and increases in mortality 

attributed to multiple, interacting 

causes, which we will see shortly.

But which species  have been 

most affected? According to the 

American and Canadian researchers 

the answer is principally those 

that live in meadows: 700 million 

individuals, equivalent to 53 per cent 

of the population. Just like waders, 

which have lost a third of their population, and 

– lastly – long-distance migratory birds that winter in 

South America.

The Disappearance of the Passenger Pigeon

It seems inconceivable that this huge decline was 

started and proceeded in only 50 years, especially 

because America was the ‘world of birds’. Here 

lived that which had hitherto been considered the 

most abundant species ever known on earth: the 

Passenger Pigeon. It is estimated that, at the start of 

the nineteenth century, America had around 5 billion 

individuals; numbers so high that no one would 

have been able to imagine their extinction within 

decades. The causes? Reduction and destruction of 
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their habitat due to deforestation, adverse climatic 

conditions, and natural variations in the size of the 

population: this on account of ruthless hunting, 

without rules, by man – on an industrial scale. This 

sensational event propelled the American Congress, 

60 years after the extinction, to issue the Endangered 

Species Act to save plants and animals from being 

wiped out. By now, however, it seems obvious that 

– following these latest dramatic results – this law is 

no longer enough to save the birds. 

Tackling the Threats

This incredible story should act as a warning to us all. 

Today more than ever, we find ourselves faced with 

a major ecological crisis that highlights enormous 

losses of individuals among different groups of birds 

and of habitats. The majority of species are involved, 

from the common birds we see in our gardens to 

long-distance migrants such as swallows. All species 

fulfil a crucial role in food chains and the functioning 

of ecosystems, from the dispersal of seeds to the 

control of parasites.

Already in the seventies, however, Rachel Carson, 

in Silent Spring, was warning us of a future without  

birds. ‘It was a spring without voices. There was 

no longer any sound: a unique silence enveloped 

fields, woods and swamps’. 

She asked: can you imagine a 

world without the song of the 

birds? The causes were identified 

– above all the indiscriminate use 

of DDT. After its condemnation by 

Carson, and beginning in the late 60s, 

the compound was banned in western 

countries, ensuring a spectacular increase 
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in symbolic species such as the Peregrine Falcon 

and Bald Eagle. Back then, the principal cause of 

decline was identified; today, unfortunately, the 

researchers have not managed to identify with any 

accuracy the multiple (and interconnected) causes. 

It is therefore essential to tackle the immediate 

threats: the reduction of natural habitats as a result of 

overbuilding and the expansion of agricultural land, 

pollution of the soil and air, and the destruction of 

primary forests. 

Return to the Past

In 2020, an extraordinary effort at the planetary level 

is needed to save nature and the birds. Ordinary 

citizens, nations and environmental organisations 

united for a common objective: to bring American 

and European bird numbers back to the levels of 

several decades ago. Every one of us can make a 

difference with daily actions that together can save 

the lives of millions of birds: making windows safer, 

taking fewer flights, paying attention to the behaviour 

of our cats (the source of not a little predation of 

birds), and protecting and maintaining natural 

habitats – this last action being certainly the most 

important of all.

In conclusion, we can say that the sudden 

disappearance of billions of birds is an unequivocal 

signal that our relationship with nature needs to 

be profoundly reassessed: only by making human 

activity’s effects on nature more sustainable can 

we hope to preserve so much beauty for future 

generations.

* * *



Ali Spring 20
Page  18

DAILY ECOLOGY

An App to Fight Food Waste

Andrea Mazza, Press Officer

Ten billion euros: that is how much money is 

wasted in the form of food every year, both at 

home and along the production and distribution 

chain – a figure that is unsustainable for the 

environment and is ethically unacceptable. This 

phenomenon, despite having decreased by 25 per 

cent compared to 2019, accounts for 1 per cent of 

Italy’s GDP. Four-fifths is due to the bad habits that 

we practice within the walls of our homes, where 

6.5 billion euros worth of food (the remaining 3.5 

billion is wasted in the production and distribution 

chain) is bought and then thrown away because of 

missed expiry dates or wrong or excessive purchases 

compared to our actual needs. This worrisome data 

was included in the 2020 report produced by Waste 

Watcher, Last Minute Market/SWG’s oversight body. 

So what can we actually do to avoid, or at least reduce 
to a minimum, food waste? Firstly, there are some 
basic rules that should always be observed. For ex-
ample, buy food in bulk, eat leftovers, write a shop-
ping list (which prevents compulsive buying) and 
manage food better based on its expiry date. There 
are also some apps that could help us with this task. 
Two of them, MyFoody and Puccifrigo, warn us on 
our smartphones when the food that we place in our 
pantry and in our fridge is about to expire. 

Other useful anti-waste apps connect us to 

supermarkets, restaurants, bakeries or pubs where 

you can buy food that would otherwise end up in 
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the bin by the end of the day: fresh goods that are 

about to expire, or bar and restaurant meals (like 

sandwiches or ready-made meals) that would end up 

unsold by the end of the day and therefore be thrown 

away. The savings are remarkable, for both the wallet 

and the environment. Another app, Too Good to 

Go, which has 15 million users across 13 countries, 

was launched in Italy around a year ago and has 

already attracted 300,000 subscribers. After notifying 

participating restaurants, bakeries and rotisseries of 

any food allergies or sensitivities, rather than place 

an order users buy a ‘Magic Box’ – a surprise box 

containing unsold food of the day at bargain prices. 

Another example is the platform Last Minute 

Sotto Casa (LMSC), an app created in 2015 by 

the Polytechnic University of Turin, offering the 

opportunity to buy products that are about to expire 

but that can still be sold at discounted prices and save 

over 50 per cent. The app is available to residents 

of Bologna and Reggio Emilia, but over the past 

few weeks it has reached Piacenza, Parma, Modena, 

and Imola. All those who download the app receive 

notifications from the participating stores with their 

latest deals. 

According to some data that was shared at a recent 

meeting in Bologna, where the No Food Waste 

Manifesto was signed to formalise this effort against 

food waste, use of this app in Bologna and Reggio 

Emilia alone has saved a tonne of food every month 

from landfill. 

* * *
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WORLD AFFAIRS

China is Close

by Laura Silva

In  2019, emissions of CO2 – the main climate-

altering gas of those produced by human activity 

– reached a new record. According to last year’s BP 

Statistical Review of World Energy, annual CO2 

emissions have increased by 20 per cent since 2005, 

the year in which the Kyoto Protocol came into force. 

The ten countries that have contributed the most to 

the 33.89 billion tonnes of CO2 emissions are China, 

with 9.43 billion tonnes – that is, 27.8% of the total – 

followed by the United States (5.15 tonnes (15.2%)), 

India (2.48 (7.3%)), Russia (1.55 (4.6%)) and Japan 

(1.15 (3.4%)). Compared to 2005, China and India 

have increased their emissions by 54.6% and 105.8%, 

respectively, while the USA, Germany and Japan have 

recorded double-digit drops (of 12.1%, 11.7% and 

10.1%, respectively). 

Despite the fact that the United States has been the 
biggest CO2 polluter so far, in just over a decade 
China is likely to claim this sad ‘first place’. Presently, 
China’s per capita emissions are still half those re-
corded in the United States, even though the former 
increased fivefold since 1980 while the latter have 
decreased by 20 per cent. This is why, in the next few 
years, the Asian giant will play a determining role in 
the outcomes of the future summits aimed at reduc-
ing CO2 emissions. 

Time is running out, but the path to take is clear: it is 
necessary to leave behind the failed COP25 confer-
ence in Madrid and proceed with determination with 
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the European Green Deal. Beating or at least con-
taining the most disastrous effects of climate change 
requires an extraordinary effort. Let’s hope that 
Time’s choice of Greta Thunberg as its 2019 Person 
of The Year will do some good; with her Fridaysfor-
Future, the young activist has been the most influen-
tial force at a global level. We need her too. 

LIPU IN ACTION

Andrea Mazza, LIPU Press Officer

Volunteers for Raptors

Last February, the latest season of the Bonelli’s Eagle 
project began in Sicily. This, the tenth season, was as 
usual organised by the Raptor Protection Group – a 
network of volunteers to which LIPU belongs. The 
project, to which LIPU-UK contributes, has brought 
great advantages with regard to the protection of this 
species, which suffers serious thefts from nests by 
unscrupulous poachers. Thanks to the involvement 
of 52 volunteers, last year it was possible to keep a 
close watch on 10 pairs of Bonelli’s Eagle and three 
pairs of Lanners,  with seven unfledged young, 
among which were two Peregrines. The activity 
of volunteers in Sicily is of prime importance 
because keeping a nest 
under surveillance or even 
just recording it reduces 
noticeably the probability of it 
being raided. Today it is possible 
to count about 40 nesting pairs of 
Bonelli’s Eagle, which has spread 
throughout the island. Yet even if the 
status of Bonelli’s Eagle has improved, the 
nature thieves have turned their attention 
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to the Peregrine and Lanner falcons. And this is 
why the Raptor Protection Group, through Manuel 
Zafarana of LIPU Niscemi, has issued an appeal for 
volunteers, so that next year the whole period from 
hatching to the fledging of young in June can be 
covered.  Anyone who is interested in helping with 
this project can write to zafaraves@yahoo.it.

‘Choo-na!’ in the Battle for the Climate

Cesano Maderno declared, on 29 October last 
year, a state of emergency for the climate and the 
environment. In response, the local council decided 
to accept the proposal from volunteers in the 
Communication Group of Life Choose Nature, and 
– thanks to the good offices of Councillor Gigi Ponti 
– approved the motion. The measure has already 
been adopted by institutions, cities and universities 
throughout the world as a response to alarming data 
on global warming. As a result of this declaration the 
town council of Cesano Maderno will strive to keep 
the increase in temperature below 1.5 degrees as far 
as possible and to set an objective of reducing, by 
2030, the emission of climate-changing gases to zero. 
Meanwhile, the administration has already set about 
creating an environmental and territorial constitution 
so that, by gathering ideas and proposals, they can 
decide what to do to increase action on protecting the 
climate.

Fines in Orobie with Life Management 2020

Ten motorised sledges were halted, and 2,500 euro 
fines were imposed during an intense weekend last 
February during which the Forest Police Force was 
present at the stations of Vilminore di Scalve and 
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Costa Volpino in the Special Protection Zone at the 
Orobie Alps resort of Bergamo in the Scalve Valley at 
Schilpario. Coordinated by the investigative branch 
of the Bergamo Environmental Agroalimentary and 
Forest Police, officers stopped ten caterpillar-tracked 
vehicles that had been circulating in snow-free 
areas of wood- or pasture land, where vehicles are 
forbidden. As well as interfering with nature, these 
vehicles were disrupting other more sustainable 
land usage, such as snowshoeing, alpine skiing, 
and hiking. The work conducted by the Forest 
Police inside such protected areas is now reinforced 
within Nature 2000 sites thanks to the project LIFE 
GESTIRE 2020, in which the military operates in 
partnership with the Lombardy Region, ERSAF 
(regional agricultural and forestry services), WWF, 
and LIPU.

20,000 at Ostia

The numbers: 500 people registered, 800 animals 
rescued, thousands of hours of voluntary work 
recorded, and 20,000 visitors welcomed to CHM. 
Among the many topics covered at the LIPU 
Members Assembly at Ostia, Luca De Martini 
– Coordinator of Hunting Supervision – illustrated 
the  anti-poaching operation Recall run by the 
Rome Forest Police with volunteer LIPU guards, 
while Councillor Andrea Somma revealed the 
organisation’s impact on Fridays for Future. LIPU 
vice president Alessandro Polinori said that the 
Assembly had shown an association in great health.

Rice, in Collaboration with the White Stork

LIPU in Rende has spent 15 years on the White 
Stork in Calabria project with the aim of encouraging 
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the return of this species by installing artificial nests, 
in collaboration with e-Distribuzione. In addition 
to this association, thanks to which there are now 
23 pairs of storks, the rice mill MAGISA cultivates 
rice using traditional, environmentally sustainable 
methods. The aim is to create  synergy and ensure 
the protection of the area and of biodiversity while 
encouraging agriculture with a low environmental 
impact.

1,000 Shags Observed

A thousand shags were observed by LIPU Venice 
volunteers at the Gaggio Oasis at the close of last 
winter, when the overwintering  water birds which 
had returned in January were counted. This oasis 
is an ideal place for the species – which prefers wet 
areas where human disturbance is reduced – to both 
nest and overwinter. The volunteers who successfully 
organised this practical venture made the best use of 
resources at an important time of the year.

Kentish Plovers in Summer

Fabio Rizzo and Matteo Fontanella

Protection of the Kentish Plover will continue in 
2020 in order to confirm and improve the results 
from 2019, when three pairs and eight nestlings were 
seen after successful nesting. In Sicily, the Niscemi 
delegation with volunteers from LIFE Choo-na! 
will – throughout the summer – develop activities 
designed to raise awareness among bathers and to 
inform them of what they can do in order not to 
disturb the nesting activities of this little wader. 
Activities started in February in Licata (Agrigento) 
with the cleaning up of the coastline 
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Pisa and House Martins

Our health is improved when we are among living 
creatures. This was the basis for a LIPU project  
carried out at the end of May 2019 in Pisa, near the 
care home The Village of Colours – an initiative of 
the Paim co-operative at Lorenzana. Under the eaves 
were 40 House Martin nests and residents were 
engaged in their care. These residents, after various 
meetings to learn more about the species, were able 
to go on outings to the Oases of Massaciuccoli, 
Santa Luce and also to Cruma di Livorno, where five 
House Martins were released.

Numbers

6.3 million

The hectares of land that were burnt in Australia due 

to last Winter’s terrible bush fires

(FIRMS - Fire Information for Rescue Management 

System)

3.4 billion 

The number of people, out of 10.2 billion (only 

one in three, then) that will have access to healthy, 

sufficient and sustainable food by 2050, unless we 

change our current food culture and couple it with 

more environmental awareness.

(2020 World Day against Food Waste)

Environmentally friendly science

More space and funds for nature, precise monitoring 
and compliance with environmental regulations. 
More than 3,000 scientists, from all European 
countries, are concerned about the negative impact 
that the European agricultural model, through the 
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Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), has had on 
biodiversity. The appeal was published last February 
in the scientific journal People and Nature: scientists 
denounce the current proposals that will change the 
CAP from 2021 as not ambitious enough. This is 
why they ask that the new regulations contain urgent 
actions to stop the biodiversity crisis. Proposals that 
LIPU also shares and on which, with BirdLife, it has 
been working for some time. For those interested, 
the complete article is available on the website www.
cambiamoagriocoltura.it

NEWS FROM LIPU-UK

LIPU-UK Annual Appeal

I think we are unusual in that, unlike some other 

charities, we do not pester and have only one ap-

peal for funds each year. This year we discussed with 

Claudio Celada, the Conservation Director, a pro-

gramme of support that is every bit as important as in 

previous years – we have agreed to fund eight LIPU 

projects in the year ahead:

1. Raptor Recovery Centres.    These 

important centres treat and, when possible, 

rehabilitate wild creatures of all sorts although 

the emphasis is always on birds. Last year I saw 

underweight hedgehogs and a Hobby recovering 

from gunshot injuries and all had a confident future. 

These centres, including La Fagiana near Milan, 
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always need funds for day-to-day items such as food 

as well as medical and surgical supplies.

2. Bonelli’s Eagle protection.   LIPU is 

working with other partners to monitor and protect 

nest sites of this beautiful eagle, which is greatly 

prized by some falconers – a chick is said to be worth 

5,000 euros to such people. Success has built year 

on year and we are happy to enable the work to 

continue. Our funds will cover volunteers’ expenses 

and pay a full time coordinator.

3. Anti-poaching.   Support for this work 

has been our choice since the founding of LIPU-

UK – and what a difference that support has made! 

Messina Strait is peaceful compared with previous 

years and the trappers of the north and Sardinia are 

losing ground. Thus, we are happy to keep up the 

pressure on the law breakers and help the LIPU staff 

and volunteers who must face them.

4. Raptor monitoring in Sicily.   Initially 

intended to be a ten-year programme, this has proved 

so effective that it will continue for more years yet. 

Collection of data regarding roost sites and flight 

paths through the island is just a part of the work, 

which also dovetails with the observers on the 

Strait to give them early warning of migrating birds’ 

movements.

5. Red-footed Falcons near Parma.   These 

delightful raptors have established a breeding 

stronghold a few miles to the north of LIPU HQ in 

Parma. Research is now needed to understand better 

their use of the local habitat so that measures aimed 

at improving their success rates can be taken.



Ali Spring 20
Page  28

6. Kentish Plover breeding in Sardinia.   

This little wader is clinging to its breeding grounds 

on Sardinian beaches but disturbance by people and 

dogs is a threat. Volunteers are working on the shores 

to protect the birds from such disturbance and data 

will be collected to make the case for legal protection.

7. Alpine birds and climate change.   Birds 

in the higher altitudes are suffering as the habitat 

is changing. A trial project will be launched in a 

National Park to determine what changes to farming 

practices could be applied in these regions to help the 

birds and other wildlife.

8. Lanner Falcon protection in Tuscany.   A 

pilot project is to be started in Tuscany to see whether 

the methods used in Sicily for protecting Bonelli’s 

Eagles can be effective in saving the threatened 

Lanner – another bird prized by Middle Eastern 

falconers.

The total we have committed to provide for this 

essential work is 86,000 euros – I am sure you will 

agree that these projects are worthwhile and will 

want to make a donation to this cause. Please give us 

what you can – Thank you.

* * *

Postal Charges

The remorseless increase in the cost of postage 

continues this year and leads me to offer the 

following thoughts.

Although we use a franking machine, which 

does save money compared with stamps, every 

membership renewal letter and response costs 
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us both. This expense could be reduced if the 

membership renewal was by Banker’s Order (we are 

not large enough to operate Direct Debits). This can 

be annually, or monthly if that is more attractive. I 

have a suitable form that I can send if you wish to 

take this up.

A second way to save is by the use of email, I can 

send an invitation to renew by email, and greater 

savings can be had if you use Internet banking. But 

please don’t worry if you don’t have a computer 

– your continued support is more important that 

these savings. If this option appeals, please send me 

an email to mail@lipu-uk.org and we can take it 

from there – I will never divulge email addresses 

without their owners’ permission.

Frammenti

While on the subject of email we instituted an 

occasional email newsletter many years ago and we’re 

keen to increase its circulation. It is mainly news 

culled from the LIPU circulation list and translated 

by Lesley Tompkins – I just ‘top and tail’ it and send 

it out, usually monthly. Again, please drop me a line 

if this is of interest to you.

 * * *

Legacies

LIPU-UK has always felt that directly soliciting 

legacies is distasteful, but it is only right that we 

should record our gratitude for this generosity and in 

the last year we have been remembered by Thelma 

Arkell, Ailsa Chamberlain, Jill Kendrick, Muriel 

Lewis and David Worral.
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LIPU-UK Annual Draw 2019

This was well supported and I am sure the three 

winners will be happy with their prizes. They were:

1st Ian Hackett of  Cumbria  £500

2nd Jean Drew of Buckinghamshire  £200   

 and

3rd Kathleen Brenton of  Essex  £100

My thanks to all who bought tickets and were part of 

raising another £2,000 for the birds in and over Italy.

* * *

Photographs in this issue are used by kind 

permission of the copyright holders and we thank 

them for their use.

Line drawings are used by kind permission of the 

RSPB and the EU.

Production of the Ali would be impossible without 

the help of my production team who for this issue 

were: Barbara Avery, Dave Brooks, Guiseppina 

Fazzina, Peter Rafferty, Lesley Tompkins and John 

Walder.

* * *

A final thought, despite all the uncertainty brought 

about by the global pandemic, one thing is clear 

– we will continue to support our friends in LIPU 

whatever the future holds.

* * *

LIPU-UK DELEGATE

David Lingard

Fernwood

Doddington Road

Whisby

Lincs

LN6 9BX

Tel: 01522 689030    

www.lipu-uk.org

mail@lipu-uk.org
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A young Kestrel just a day or two after leaving the nest

A Corn Bunting photographed in spring in Catalonia

 Volunteers from LIPU Caserta together with 

WWF, FFF, and Living City, planted various 

hibiscuses in empty spaces on the pavements 

of Acquaviva di Caserta. The town hall, accused 

of not caring for urban green spaces, had never 

replied to the associations’ requests for this.
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STOP THE MASSACRE

APPEAL 2020

Please help us


