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strange, and in some
ways, an unhappy year
has passed and we

look forward to better times for
Italy's nature in the year ahead.

The good things are easy to
define, the determined and
unswerving opposition to all
the illegal hunting which still
goes on in Italy in open defi-
ance of laws both domestic and
European. LIPU isnot alone in
this, there are a few other
organisations united in their
opposition of the current gov-
ernment's policies.

Unlike most other BirdLife
partners LIPU runs recovery
centres, or hospitals, in order to
cure and release, where possi-
ble, survivors of the carnage
and | am trying hard here to
choose words which do not
exaggerate the position. So, is
it carnage? Let's look at the
recent results achieved by the
Recovery Centre of Rome and
the courageous work of Pier-
giorgio Candela in the valleys
of Brescia.

A glimpse of the Rome centre's
work appeared recently on the
LIPU Internet forum when the
following  numbers  were
revealed of the birdstaken in

with gunshot injuries - and
these figures represent just
some of the wounded birds
which were found in one week!

$

Could any of these birds be
mistaken for a species on the
approved "hunting list"? There
IS no excuse here - if the hunt-
ers cannot recognise their tar-
gets they should not be allowed
anywhere near a shotgun.

It is not the trappers in the
north who are the cause of the
deaths of millions of small
songhirds in the archetti traps
in the bushes of the Brescia
valleys, it is the people who
will pay to eat these pathetic
little creatures grilled on a spit.

These perverted diners create
the demand and the restaurants

satisfy the market in their back
rooms, and it is the owners of
these illega restaurants who
pay the trappers for their dis-
gusting catch.

Piergiorgio Candela and his
team of 3 or 4 people spend the
autumn patrolling the valleys
on the look out for poachers.
This year State Forest Rangers
confiscated 4000 traps and the
LIPU team a further 11000. A
total of 61 offenders was
reported an increase of 11 over
the previous year.

The last word of my title
describes the face of a political
regime which has no care for
nature or its own environment.
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IT'S NOT ALL BAD NEWS

In the midst of the hunting and
trapping there are successes for
those on the side of the birds as
these news items of the past
few months show:

Carabinieri and LIPU Rang-
ersin Action in Salerno

200 small birds, 11 nets and
many traps have been confis-
cated by Carabinieri and LIPU
volunteers. One person has
been charged with trafficking
in protected birds. The birds
had been destined for illegal
collections and were immedi-
ately set free.

The LIPU delegate for Salerno
has commented that the illegal
trade in wildlife is still deeply
rooted in the area.

European Union - Proceed-
ings have been filed against
[taly

Following reports presented by
LAC (League Against
Hunting) in 2002, the Euro-
pean Commission has opened
proceedings against Italy for
various infractions of the direc-
tives on conservation of wild
birds in Sardinia and Puglia
The charges concern the illegal
lengthening of the hunting sea-
son for some species.

Lombardy - Sparrows and
Starlings

The Regiona Tribuna in
Milan has ordered the suspen-
sion of hunting sparrows and
starlings that the Regional

authorities had put on the list
of huntable species. Killing
these species is forbidden with
immediate effect throughout
Lombardy. Offenders can be
taken to Magistrates court and
have firearms confiscated.
Action against the two regions
was brought by organisations
including LAC and WWF.

Lombardy - saving Chaf-
finchesand Bramblings

The Regiona Administrative
Tribunal in Milan has sus-
pended hunting of Chaffinches
and Bramblings, species that
the Lombardy Regiona
Authority had included on the
hunting list. Killing these spe-
cies is now unlawful with
immediate effect throughout
Lombardy. The measure had
been requested by environ-
mental organisations after the
Regiona Council had illegally
included them, being protected
species under European Direc-
tives for the Conservation of
Wildlife.

Chaffinchesin Tuscany

Chaffinches in Tuscany have
been saved. The Regional Tri-
bunal in Florence has sus
pended with immediate effect
al hunting of chaffinches.
Such activities had been
allowed by a Regional varia-
tion in nationa law.

Without recourse to the court
by environmental organisations
there would undoubtedly have
been a rea dlaughter of these
birds, protected by the EU
since 1977. The Regiona

authorities had authorised the
killing of 10 chaffinches each
for up to 47,000 licensed hunt-
es in Tuscany, a possible
amost half amillion birds.

Sicily: Morefundsavailable
for Parksand Reserves

Almost 5 million (I make that
about £3 million), in addition
to amounts aready allocated,
are going to parks and reserves
in Sicily. Mario Parlvecchio,
the Regiona Councillor for
Land and Environment, made
the announcement. He has met
the Presidents of the four Parks
in Sicily, Nebrodi, Etna, Mado-
nie and Alcantara, and repre-
sentatives of reserve managers.

From the President of L1PU
Giuliano Tdlone

Injured raptors, biodiversity
and climatic change

In his first letter to ALl as
president, Giuliano Tallone
reflected on the connections
between the act of saving asin-
gle injured Buzzard (which he
had heard about on the radio)
and the wider issues of climatic
change.

He recognised that, in a world
where the atmospheric cycles
were changing, where the poles
were melting and where tropi-
cal storms were becoming ever
more frequent, such individual
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acts were, in themselves, of
more importance to the saver
than the saved. But why do so
many people devote so much
effort and free time to these
demanding acts of atruism?

For him the answer liesin what
may be seen as the “trademark”
of LIPU, which to a certain
degree sets it apart from many
of its BirdLife International
partners. Without being an ani-
mal rights organisation, LIPU
brings an emotion and passion
to its activities in nature con-
servation which, though per-
haps alittleirrational, givesit a
force and conviction to it what
it does. In this way LIPU is
truly, within the international
context, a “Mediterranean’
association.

And so, talking of injured rap-
tors is smply a way of getting
through to people and putting
across more important ideas by
starting from their own per-
sona experience and their own
feelings. In this way we can
explain that aBuzzard is a mir-
ror of the biodiversity of an
area, because her sow and
gentle flight over plains and
mountains points to the exis
tence of an entire community
of small mammals and the
plants and insects on which
they feed. LIPU can make peo-
ple understand that nursing
injured individuals without
protecting their habitat through
proper policies for looking
after the region, for managing
hunting and farming and trans-
port risk being a vain effort.
Linking the saving of a poor
injured animal to the protection

of the ecosystem and the
healthy balance of the water
cycle and the climate, that is
the important thing.

If we succeed in making this
effort through the action of our
volunteers and of our raptor
rescue centres and above all
through their education and
communication  programme,
we shall have taken step fur-
ther towards a sustainable
future for our planet.

A GLOBAL MEETING
PLACE FOR PARKS

South Africa hosts a World
Congress for Protected
Areas

by Giuliano Tallone, President
of LIPU

The Fifth World Congress for
Nature Parks, organised by the
International Union for Conser-
vation of Nature and Natural
Resources, was opened in Dur-
ban on September 8th by the
emblematic figure of Nelson
Mandela. Held every ten years,
its 2500 delegates now include,
as well as from the expected
figures in park administration,
representatives of conservation

organisations such as BirdLife
International, and of indige-
nous and loca populations,
plus government and the aca-
demic world. | was there as
director of the Lazio Parks
Authority, and had a valuable
opportunity to share the experi-
ence of those of many nations.

Money well spent?

One might of course ask
whether a jamboree such as
thisis worth the ten million US
dollars it cost to stage. The
answer has to be yes. To give
one example, Brazil announced
at the meeting the creation of a
park, the largest in the world,
covering 3.8 million hectares
of the Amazon rain forest, of
such vital importance for so
many threatened species, and
the timing was undoubtedly
influenced by the Congress
taking place. One does not buy
three million hectares of ran
forest with a mere ten million
dollars.

Italian Parks at Durban

The question also arises
regarding the Italian contribu-
tion, and how our country
stands as regard the status of its
parks both in theory and prac-
tice. With a score of delegates,
we were able to contribute sig-
nificantly to the central
debates, and even if lacking an
overal strategy were able to
present a view of our most
innovative development, that
of the Apennine Park Project,
which in common with the
Congress's slogan, attempts to
think outside the usud
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physical, ecological, social and
institutional parameters.

It isfair to say however that we
would have carried more
weight if there had been offi-
cia representation from our
own Ministry of the Environ-
ment, especialy in view of the
current EU Presidency, and
reflecting on our achievements
from the perspective of
Durban, there is a certain sense
of our falling behind in interna-
tiona terms, both administra-
tively and technically. Environ-
mental organisations in other
countries can count on much
more assistance from their aca-
demic communities, on
research of a calibre to make
the pages of Science or Nature,
the construction of a scientific
basis for conservation meas-
ures, while we risk our efforts
being dissipated in provincial-
ism and low-level conflicts.
We need to understand that a
strong basis of knowledge is
essential to understand in turn
the whats, hows and wheres of
conservation development, and
what sort of things we have to
do to protect biodiversity.

In Italy, what sort of politics?

The politics of the last few
years in relation to our parks
have been of great importance,
and the legal attacks on pro-
tected areas and projected envi-
ronmental  legidation are
potentially devastating and a
great worry. Let us hope that
the Government will take stock
of the importance of protected
areas for the economy and for
society, as well as "mere"

ecological reasons.
Ten yearson

Finally, as the President of the
Congress remarked when clos-
ing, it would be better to hold
the next one in five years, not
ten. For many species on our
planet, the hour is already
growing late.
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TO SAVE GLOBAL
BIODIVERSITY

Protected areas do not ade-
guately guarantee the defence
of the planet's biodiversity.
They are often concentrated in
regions and surroundings
which are not the richest and
most important from a biologi-
cal point of view. In fact, the
tendency isto put under protec-
tion sparsely-populated areas
and those of low economic
value. The fundamenta
approach to overcome these
shortcomings is one which
identifies "key areas of biodi-
versity”, based on the presence
of species in need of conserva-
tion intervention.

BirdLife International has been
a pioneer in this approach,
thanks to the IBA (Important
Bird Areas) project, which in
the course of the last 20 years
has identified more than 7,000
bird sites in more than 130
countries. These sites represent
an effective priority list for
conservation of worldwide avi-
fauna. Preliminary studies have
shown that IBAs often coincide
with key areas for biodiversity,
and can thence serve as survey
tools gathering information on
other anima or plant groups
which may be missing or
incomplete.

IBAsin Italy

LIPU, which is managing the
IBA Project in Italy, has identi-
fied the network of important
areas for birds; there are 172
sites which cover aground area
of 4,987,118 hectares. Anaysis
of the overlapping of the net-
works of IBAs and the national
system of Protected Areas
reveals that 35% of IBA
ground area lies in Protected
Areas. This shows that in Italy,
as in other parts of the world,
the Protected Areas play an
important role in guarding the
most important areas of conser-
vation of biological resources,
but also that it is indispensable
for the protection of birds to
think of territory "outside" pro-
tected areas, from a viewpoint
of an ecologica network.

Natura 2000 Network
Parks and Reserves are not the

only areas placed under guardi-
anship in Italy. To the system
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of Protected Areas may be
added the Natura 2000 Net-
work collection of sites under
community guidance and dedi-
cated to biodiversity conserva
tion. The Natura 2000 Network
consists of Special Protection
Zones (ZPS) and Sites of Com-
munity  Importance  (SIC).
These are areas identified spe-
cificaly for bird protection
(ZPS) of natura habitat, of
plants, and of other animal spe-
cies apart from birds (SIC).

These areas have no specific
managing body, they do not
necessarily have their own
management level, and hunting
may be carried on there. The
approach of Natura 2000 Net-
work is decisively different
from biodiversity conservation,
based on particular conserva-
tion values, and seeking from
time to time administrative
means directed to such a
purpose.

IBAs and the Natura 2000 Net-
work

The IBAs constitute a point of
reference to the European
Court, to evaluate whether the
member States of the European
Union are fulfilling "their obli-
gations' in respect of designat-
ing Special Protection Zones or
not. The IBA Project has
assumed great importance, and,
thanks to the influence of LIPU
in the last five years, there has
been an increase from 8% to
more than 32% of IBAs whose
status has been recognised as
Special Protection Zones.

THIS CRAZY WEATHER!

Climate changes and influ-
ence on habitat, animal and
plant species

by Claudio Celada, Director of
Conservation, LIPU

In the last decades climate has
been changing rapidly, and the
90s were the warmest of the
20™ century, or since tempera-
ture has been systematically
recorded. It is now confirmed
that emissions of carbon-
dioxide and other "greenhouse-
gases’, produced by human
activity, have  perceptibly
altered the composition of the
atmosphere, and, according to
most of the scientific commu-
nity, caused overheating of the
planet.

By means of formulation of cli-
matic models, it is possible to
predict a scientifically credible
view of future scenarios, or to
map climate changes. Conse-
guently it is possible to
extrapolate the theoretical map
of the distribution of habitat

over severa years. But what
consequence  will  climate
change have on biodiversity?
Over what time will it come
into play?

Numerous "cases' show how
the consequences of climate
change on ecosystems and on
animal and plant species are
aready operating. To give
some examples, 20% of coral
reefs, extremely sensitive to
variation in water-temperature,
have been lost over a very
short period of time, the calen-
dar of many species of birds
(pre-breeding migration, date
of egg-laying, and return
migration for hibernation) is
earlier than in past decades,
and the distribution of some
species of European butterflies
has been displaced towards the
north. We are already seeing a
true migration of many types of
habitat, and a disappearance of
others. We need only think of
the desertification of great
Mediterranean regions. In gen-
eral, one can foresee how rapid
changes, now in progress, can
favour some animal and plant
species and harm others. The
trouble is that the species most
harmed will be the most
"demanding”, those dependent
upon most vauable habitat,
and least given to migrate,
because less mobile, or for rea-
sons of suitable ecology (for
example, frogs).

On the other hand, one can
foresee that more widespread
and invasive species, aready
"masters of the world", will
gain advantage by climate
change. In sum, the key to

%
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survival will be the ability of
each species to "follow the
habitats’ and adapt to new
situations. This movement will
always be obstructed mainly by
man-made barriers  (cities,
motorways, railways), besides
the usua natura barriers
(mountain  ranges, water-
courses, seas etc.), and a grow-
ing fragmentation of natural
habitats.

In this context a network of
protected areas (the so-called
ecologica  nets), allowing
many species to relocate them-
selves over the countryside,
becomes of fundamental
importance. In the next few
years, decisions affecting such
areas as agriculture or transport
must take account of climate
change. It is auspicious that
this theme is emerging from
the narrow scope of emergen-
cies (after fire or flood) and is
beginning to form part of all
planning processes. Studies of
the effects of climate change
on biodiversity show that fore-
seeing future scenarios is not
only possible, but is becoming
indispensable

NEXT STOP - AFRICA!

In Basilica there is one of
the biggest dormitory stops
for swallows preparing
themselves for the big trip.
LIPU has been active here.

by Marco Gustin.
The mystery of migration.

Autumn for most human
beings is the resumption of
work. However, a this time of
the year many species of birds
(the so caled trans-Saharan
migrants) return to Africa,
having arrived in Europe in the
spring to breed. It is a very
long trip shrouded in mystery.
A research facility (which is
situated on the travel route)
was set up at the mouth of the
river Cavone in 2000. The
LIPU site here is probably the
last staging post on the long
migratory pathway.

A team of volunteers has spent
more than 150 days at the
mouth of the river Cavone, at
the hedl of Italy. The research
involved ringing; the catch-
ment area being one of the few
remaining stretches of reed
beds along the Taranto coast.
The team focussed its attention
on the nightly roosting stop-
overs, that some hirds (eg
swallows and yellow wagtails)
utilise, both in autumn and in

spring.

In September, just before sun-
set, watchers were initially
deafened by the arrival at the
reed beds of thousands of
migrants, sometimes more than

5000 inasingle night. Surpris-
ing was the number of ‘foreign
recaptures - about 30 out of
5000 controlled. The 30 com-
prised 8 species including
Swallows and Moustached
Warblers. Predominantly, the
countries of origin were in
eastern Europe (Poland, Hun-
gary, Czech Republic, Crodtia,
Slovenia)), but a few from
northern  Europe (Finland).
These countries indicate that
oriental populations preferen-
tially choose an east-west route
for their return to Africa

Fat physiology helps.

Another aspect studied was the
amount of subcutaneous fat.
Swallows and Y ellow Wagtails
had the highest fat levels and
weight recorded in Italy, much
above the levels usually seen.
High levels of subcutaneous fat
would enable the birds to fly
over the lonian Sea nonstop - a
journey to Africa of 900 kms.

WINTER GULLS
by Guido Premuda

We must not generaise,
because a lot depends on the
environment, the time of the
year and the species. In redlity
“the qull” does not exist;
instead there are a number of
gull species (some would say

&
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they are all the same...), how-
ever they al have different
characteristics, they live in dif-
ferent habitats and eat different
foods.

The Laridae (gulls) are gregari-
ous birds, which nest in colo-
nies of significant size. Some
species have learned to take
advantage of the food
resources offered by urban
environments such as waste
disposal sites, thus supple-
menting their diet in the colder
spells and reducing mortality
rates.

In Italy there are species which
are resident throughout the
year, others which only winter
here, some northern species
which land here accidentally.
All species have similar plum-
age, dark upper-parts with pale
undersides. Many develop a
hooded cap during courtship.

Lotsof gullsand all different.

The most common species is
the small Black-headed Gull
(Larus ridibundus), so called
because of its dark hood, par-
ticularly during the mating sea-
son. This hood changes in win-
ter plumage to a white head
with a dark spot at the ear,
which, from a distance, resem-
bles a double eye. Another very
common species is the Medi-
terranean  Herring  Gull
(Larus  michaellis), only
recently considered a separate
species from the similar Cas-
pian Gull (Larus cachinnans),
present in the Asian continent
and only rarely seen in Italy.
The latter is very akin to the

northern Herring Gull (Larus
argentatus) and ‘our’ Italian
gull, but with rosy rather that
yellow feet. L. “argentatus’
only visits in winter, when it
can be distinguished by the
stripes on the neck and head.

Getting back to ‘our’ Mediter-
ranean qgull: it is present
throughout the year in coastal
areas and islands, but more
often inland in winter, espe-
cially near waste disposal sites.

The beautiful Mediterranean
‘Coralline Gull (Larus mela-
nocephalus), derives its name
from the coralline colouration
of its bill during the courting
and nesting season, when it
displays a livery of shiny black
hood and striking white ring
around the eye. In winter how-
ever it dons a fascinating and
almost completely white plum-

age.

The elegant Slender-billed
Gull (Larus genel) is rare and
has a longer, thin bill; it nests
in the salt marshes of Sardinia
and the Po delta, where it feeds
on small crustaceans, this
probably contributes to the

characteristic rosy coloration of
its plumage. Audouin’s Gull
(Larus audouinii), with its red
bill and black legs, nests on the
small islands around Sardinia,
in Puglia and Tuscany. This is
a purely marine species and
very fussy: it is very sensitive
to pollution and feeds almost
exclusively on fish. Audouin’s
Gull is amongst the 1186 spe-
cies threatened with extinction
in the world; it is worth consid-
ering that 95% of the global
population is found in the Cha-
farinas islands, off the Moroc-
can coast, and the Ebro deltain
Spain and the second most
important site is ltay with
2-3% of the population.

The smallest of gulls is the
Little Gull (Larus minutus), a
migratory bird, which winters
in Italy, it is recognisable not
only because of its dimensions,
but also for the black colora-
tion of its underwings.

Gullsin winter.

The list of gulls, which the
birdwatcher can try to identify
during the winter season is get-
ting longer, enriched by
migrants from the north which
come to overwinter in milder
climes.
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The Common Gull (Larus
canus) resembles a miniature
Herring gull. The Lesser
Black-backed gull (Larus
fuscus), is identifiable by the
slate coloured back and yellow
legs. The Kittiwake (Rissa
tridactyla), nests in large colo-
nies on the high cliffs of north-
ern Europe. Less frequently
seen overwintering in lItay is
the Greater Black-backed
gull (Larus marinus), which
tends to be found in open
waters, thisis the largest of the
gulls and a brawny predator, it
is distinguishable for its power-
ful bill and its blacker upper-
wing and back.

However, just to complicate
matters, the juveniles gulls and
younger birds al have similar
plumage; they are generdly a
uniform dark brown, making
species identification even
more arduous. a rea chalenge
even for the most expert
birdwatcher.

AN
—

A NEW CENTRE IS
UNVEILED

The Centre for Environmen-
tal Training and Education
“Alex Langer” is an avant-
garde building and an
important focus for the
region.

by Slvia Baldo

After weeks of intense prepara-
tions at the Cesano Maderno
Oasis, the new centre for Envi-
ronmental Training and Educa-
tion “Alex Langer” was
inaugurated.

The centre opening on 8 Nov-
ember was the result of col-
laboration between the Cesano
Maderno Town Council and
LIPU, who was able to provide
interna fittings and install the
latest multimedia facilities and
equipment; thisis all thanks to
a precious contribution from
the Fondazione CARIPLO.

One can take a virtua stroll
around the centre and discover
a 70-seater conference room, a
teaching laboratory and a mul-
timedia museum where loca
schools can display work. The
whole structure is built in
wood and the splendid wooden
terrace overlooking the stream
isits finishing touch.

The “Alex Langer” Centre is
prominent in the local commu-
nity because it is earmarked for
the development and dissemi-
nation of environmental educa-
tion to citizens of all ages.

There will be a number of

events and conferences during
the year with a naturalistic
theme, directed at citizens,
schools, environmental asso-
ciaions and  technicians.
Neighbourhood focused pro-
jects will am to involve local
authorities.

THE DREAM

by Andrea Bruitti

Our story begins among the
fascinating surroundings of the
Villa Borghese in Rome. It's a
story of a wonderful journey,
shared with thousands of peo-
ple who have helped us over-
come al the many obstacles we
met on the way.

Originating from a summer ini-
tiative of the city council the
Rescue Centre for Wild Ani-
mals was first accommodated
in the Zoological Gardens of
Rome. Days had to be spent
removing bales of hay from the
buildings and transforming
some disused cages into aviar-
ies. In September 1996 the cen-
tre was faced with closure but
fortunately that did not happen.
We were not going to consider
abandoning a task which had
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been begun with so much
enthusiasm - we followed our
dream.

We carried on working to over-
come problems such as the
lack of heating and water in the
buildings. We were determined
that the centre should be not
only a referral point for any
wild anima found in need of
care and for members of the
genera public seeking infor-
mation but that it should aso
provide services for scientists.
As part of the transformation
from zoo to conservation cen-
tre we were able to open a new
hospital for wild animals in
2000 with the blessing of the
Minister for Agriculture.

The Dream Realised

Today the centre is a modern
building with a room for visi-
tors, a ward, a surgery, a quar-
antine area, aviaries for reha
bilitation and al the necessary
equipment to achieve our main
aims - to cure animals, inform
the public and raise awareness
and to cary out scientific
research.

The centre rescues about 5000
wild animals every year. For
each an examination is carried
out, a care plan drawn up and
tests are performed. Afterwards
the anima is transferred to a
ward where it can be kept
under observation. Often the
birds need long and complex
surgery. After this they are put
into rehabilitation aviaries. The
moment of release into the
wild is an exciting but delicate
operation, carried out with

great care to ensure that the
animal has a gradua return to
the wild.

Spring and summer are the
periods of the most intense
activity when rescued birds can
arrive at the incredible rate of
150 a day. They are mostly
nestlings. In the winter the
main work is with accident vic-
tims. Usually they are injured
by hunters who claim numer-
ous victims every year. Others
arrive suffering from poisoning
caused by chemicals or illness
resulting from various types of
infection. These can be the
most difficult to deal with.

And the Future

We can now take pride in this
organisation - one of the big-
gest hospitals for the care of
wild animals in Italy. As we
move on we have new objec-
tives. One of these is scientific
research which we carry out in
conjunction with the uni-
versity. With so much data
available, we are developing an
information file and database
which can be used by adll
organisations which take care
of wild animals.

We are planning to develop
activities amed a raising
awareness and educating the
general public and young peo-
ple. Thisis our new dream —
that the centre will become a
point of reference for anyone
who wants to learn about,
understand and respect nature.
It's a very ambitious dream,
but, as we have seen, a dream
often becomes redlity.

IN THE HEART OF THE
STEPPES

Protecting one of the world's
largest migration crossroads

by Michael Brombacher, Cen-
tral Asia director of NABU
(BirdLife Germany)

Imagine an area the size of
Europe and crossed by millions
of migrating birds. Thisis Cen-
tral Asia, an area so vast as to
include within it five countries,
al far away from us and with
strange names like Kazakistan,
Tagikistan, Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan. Nesting here or
pausing during migration are
birds from northern Siberia that
winter in Africa and India, in
southeast Asia, even in
Oceania. The importance of the
area is in its vast forests, its
steppe and wetlands, where
birds can rest before they fly
across the enormous mountain
ranges to the south, or having
already crossed them on their
way back in the spring.
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The conservation project set up
by BirdLife International will
be focusing on the Tengiz area,
with its lake of the same name,
in northern Kazakistan. This
beautiful stretch of water is fed
by the river Nura, which forms
a series of freshwater lakes
aong itslength. Lake Tengiz is
unusual in that it has no outlets
and is sdty as a result. This
unusual combination of salt
and freshwater lakes is key to
the importance of the area, rec-
ognised by the Ramsar Con-
vention for wetlands. Sixty per
cent of the species found in
Central Asia have been
observed here, and it has been
calculated that as many as 30
million birds pass through
every year; these include sev-
era million Red-necked
Phalarope.

What needs protecting?

The steppes of Kazakistan
cover an area second in size
only to those of Mongolia
From north to south there is a
gradua change to desert.
Sadly, during the Soviet era,
vast areas of steppe were trans-
formed by monoculture farm-
ing, one of the greatest threats
to habitat and biodiversity. The
collapse of the Soviet Union
often led to intensive farming
methods being abandoned.
However, this does not seem to
have dlowed the steppe to
recover, and some bird species
have declined in number, a
process which continues and
has been especially marked in
the last 10 years. Plants grow-
ing in the mountains and plains

of Central Asia number about
1500. Among the vertebrates,
reptiles and rodents are the
most common. There are 40
bird species, which include the
Black Lark, the Siberian Lark
and the Sociable Plover, this
last being one of the 18 species
under world -wide threat. Simi-
larly threatened around Lake
Tengiz are the White-headed
Duck, the Lesser Kestre and
the Ferruginous Duck, the lat-
ter also present in Itay and
which LIPU is fighting to pro-
tect. It should not be forgotten
that Centra Asia is vitaly
important for the Siberian
Crane, which winters in India
and the Damatian Pelican,
most of the world's population
of which come here to nest.
And it is here that experts are
hoping to discover where
exactly the Slender-billed Cur-
lew nests.

BirdLife together

This is a project involving the
co-operation of a number of
partners in the BirdLife Inter-
national  network. NABU
(BirdLife in Germany) is con-
cerned with overall organisa-
tion. Other important contribu-
tors are, Swiss BirdLife and the
German Ministry for the Envi-
ronment, as well as the Taiwan
Council for Agriculture.

Objectives

Gathering detailed informa-
tion on the areas
biodiversity.

Research in areas where lit-
tleis known.

Identifying and legally pro-
tecting IBAs.

Raising public awareness
both at alocal and interna-
tional level.

Developing the conserva-
tion and monitoring of sites
locally and nationally,
involving local popul-
ations, universities and
governing bodies.
Developing infrastructures
for eco-tourism.

Having the area designated
as aBiosphere Reserve.

Threats

1. Largeareas of forest and
steppes being converted
into monoculture farmland,
(mainly for wheat and
cotton).

2. Soil contamination result-
ing from decades of over-
use of fertilisers and pesti-
cides and also arising from
industrial pollution.

3. Misguided agricultura irri-
gation practices causing
desertification, as has been
witnessed in the draining of
the Aral Sea (an ecological
catastrophe of worldwide
proportions).

4. Theincrease of industrial
pollution caused by poor
infrastructure maintenance.

5. Therising water level of
the Caspian Sea, responsi-
ble for the disappearance of
extensive areas of coastal
wetlands.

6. Theincrease in poaching
and theillegal tradein wild
animals as, for example,
the Snow Leopard, wild



ungulates, the Saker falcon,
aswell asthat in plants
(bulbs being aprime
concern).

AROUND THE WORLD
European Birdwatching

More than 20 thousand people
throughout Europe took part in
European Birdwatch this year,
the European festival of
birdwatching. More than one
million and a half birds were
observed in two days with
Sweden in the lead with the
sighting in particular of a
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper,
Calidris acuminata, which
nests in Siberia and winters in
Australia. Meanwhile in Italy,
the sighting of a Pectora
Sandpiper, Calidris melanotos,
in the Po delta was the one
most worthy of note. Over
870 events were organised in
the 30 countries taking part; at
the head of the list was
Hungary with 120 events and
the best species total, an
impressive  258. (BirdLife
International)

California: Thelakeissafe

Thanks to the action of Bird-
Life USA the biggest lake in
Cdlifornia, the Salton Sea, will
be restored. This lake is of
notable international impor-
tance and provides a home to
more than 400 species of bird,
more than half of those which
are to be found in North Amer-
ica and many of which are
migrants. (  BirdLife
International)

Climate TheArcticis
cracking

After 3000 years the biggest
ice sheet of the North Pole is
splitting in two within the
Canadian territory of Nunavut.
The consequences caused by
fresh water flowing into the sea
are enormous ( it is estimated
that it is a matter of a quantity
equal to that of a fresh water
lake some 20 miles long) with
repercussions for both salt and
fresh water flora and fauna
Studies indicate that the cause
of the crack is a loca rise in
temperature. (BirdLife Inter-
national)

Cameroon: theforest is
increasing

One of the most important
montane forests of West Africa
IS growing in area thanks to a
programme which has lasted
16 years and in which BirdLife
International has co-operated
with the Cameroon govern-
ment and local communities.
By providing the loca

communities with technica
advice on how to manage the
forest resources a sustainable
management of the environ-
ment has been successfully put
in place. The greater part of
the area has grown more than 2
thousand metres and offers
shelter to 15 species of mon-
tane birds endemic to Camer-
oon. Three of these species are
serioudly at risk, such as Ban-
nerman’s Touraco. (BirdLife
International)

Petition On-line

With their departure in July,
this round the world cruise will
see John Ridgeway and his
crew cross the southern ocean.
The object of the project is to
raise awareness in the countries
they will touch aong their
route, and where BirdLife is
currently actively pursuing the
Albatross campaign, of the
dangers of longline fishing
which uses long lines of hooks
on which the birds reman
impaled. To save these spec-
tacular birds an on-line petition
has been organised in which
everyone can take part:

www.rspb.org.uk/policy/marin
e/abatross/index.asp (RSPB)

Stranger things..! 8,000
metres without oxygen

Most birds migrate at an alti-
tude which varies between 900
and 1500 metres. The Golden
Plover and the Lapwing fly off
a 2000 metres, Cranes at
4,300, Lammergeiers, Curlew
and Jackdaws at 6000. Geese



hold the absolute record.
Greylag Geese from Siberia
winter in northern India and
have to fly over the Himalayan
Range a more than 8000
metres of altitude! At that alti-
tude the air is too thin to sus-
tain life as the body requires
more oxygen than is available.
But we know for sure that the
birds do not possess masks
which would alow them to
breathe better.

(“Thewisdom of birds’ Erik
Sable)

WORK IN PROGRESS
Survey on hunting

The result of a survey by Aba-
cus, requested by LIPU,
revealed that 72% of Italians
would like hunting abolished
and that 82% would cast a
vote, in a referendum. If only
the politicians would listen
moreto the people. . .!

Petition against hunting.

LIPU has launched a petition to
stop parliamentary proposas
that would threaten wild life.
We wish to block the proposed
increase in the number of hunt-
able species in the protected
areas, the extending of the
hunting season into migratory
and breeding periods, the depe-
nalisaion of crimes associated
with hunting, and more.

Agriculture-possible
alterations

The Minister of Agriculture
and Forestry, Gianni Ale
manno, has offered his help in
studying changes to article
123-111 of the European agri-
cultural policies. This statute
puts at the top of the list an
increase in agricultural produc-
tivity which isin itself a threat
to many bird species.

About woodlands

Since October LIPU has given
support to the Italian FSC (For-
est Stewardship Council).
Members must respect certain
environmental guidelines.
Good woodland management
can bring about an increase in
the number of different
Species.

Naples: 500 goldfinches
released

A blitz by LIPU wardens and
Carabinieri on theillegal Gian-
turco market in Naples. They
impounded about 500 Gold-
finches, Chaffinches, Green-
finches, and Siskins. A dealer
was arrested for violence. To
avoid having his avifauna
impounded he launched him-
self against a policeman and a
LIPU warden.

Operation safeflight.

Intense lobbying by voluntary
LIPU anti-hunting wardens in
Campania. In collaboration
with Naples Environment offi-
cialsand local carabinieri LIPU
has urged action to prevent

poaching aong the coastal
pools in the Domizia bay area
(north of Naples) The LIPU
president Giuliano Talone has
written to the authorities
responsible for the region
requesting law enforcement
aong the Domitian littoral.
Supporting the request was a
petition signed by over 6000
people. The Prefect of Naples
has called a meeting of law
enforcement personnel, with a
view to effecting the destruc-
tion of the ambush hides.

A legacy of love

We must do everything we can
to preserve the natural world,
which is of such inestimable
value, for our children and
grand children. It may well
have been that Prof. Francesco
began his love affair with
nature when he was a child
running carefree through the
fields. It remained with him
throughout his life and led him
to make a very vauable
bequest to LIPU - the farm
‘Cortenuove in  Empoali,
between Florence and Pisa
This is a wonderful gift from a
man of vison and for which
we feel adeep gratitude

From a member
Dear Sig.Mainardi,

My name is Lina and | have
been a member of LIPU for
many years.

Today is my 80" birthday and |
intend to give myself the best
possible birthday present. | am
sending 1000 euros to you for



the work of protecting birds. |
love all animals but have a spe-
cia passion for the birds which
so lighten up our lives and |
have often looked after baby
birds such as blackbirds and
turtle doves that had falen
from the nest.

| hate hunting and cannot
understand how men can want
to kill innocent creatures that
do no harm to anyone. | know
that you do a great dea to
oppose hunting but that vested
interests make it very difficult.

| have only my pension to live
on so | shall have to make sac-
rifices to afford this gift but it
is still a wonderful present to
myself and | send it to you with
al my heart.

| have made a will in favour of
LIPU and will, of course con-
tinue to pay my subscription
for therest of my life.
With every good wish

LinadaPistoia

SEND THREE AND FOUR
PENCE...

| was quite nervous when

asked by the editor of the Ali

for an interview and wondered
how my words would translate
into Italian. | was right to be
concerned as one section has
certainly lost something in the
trangdlation!

| have therefore, "tweaked" it a
little in some places to avoid
major embarrassment and the
libel laws, it is the editor's pre-
rogeative after all.

LIPU IN GREAT BRITAIN
LIPU-UK

LIPU's largest branch s
steered by a man of utmost
passion: David Lingard.

Let us meet him and discover
the secrets of such success.

The UK branch of LIPU was
inaugurated in 1989. Can
you tell us something of its
history?

Certainly, the UK branch of
LIPU was founded by Roger
Jordan and his wife in Chelms-
ford, in southeast England. |
took over from him with the
intention of following in his
footsteps to continue the excel-
lent work he had already done.
| must admit that | am very
proud of the fact that LIPU in
Great Britain currently has
more than 1000 members,
including some from as far
afield as Kenya and Canadal
Here in the UK we have two
aims. The first is to make our
British members aware of the
efforts that LIPU is making to
protect the environment and

birds in Italy. The second is to
raise funds to support various
LIPU projects.

What do you think and do
when you cometo ltaly?

| love coming to Italy, seeing
its historic monuments, its art
galeries, but to be perfectly
honest, | don't feel really com-
fortable in big cities. My
friends look at me rather quiz-
zically when | tell them that |
come to Italy and do not go to
Venice, but to the wetlands of
the Po Deltal

Birds are treated somewhat
differently in Italy and
Britain. In your opinion, why
are attitudes so different?

| do not think it is so much a
case of different attitudes but
rather the stages we are going
through that are different. In
the closing years of the nine-
teenth century ladies of fashion
would wear very large hats and
they would often
be decorated
with the heads of
Great  Crested
Grebes. This
fashion was one
of the factors
behind the foundation of the
RSPB which did excellent
work to change attitudes away
from the cruelty. Their mem-
bership grew slowly, until in
the 60s and 70s it reached what
might be called its "critical
mass'. That was when the
RSPB cause became a popular
one throughout the country,
even among non-birdwatchers,



until it reached a membership
of one millionin 1997.

The Birdwatching Fair is
organised each vyear in
Britain. It isthe biggest event
of its kind in Europe. Can

you tell us something about
it?

The Fair started 12 years ago
and has grown every year since
then. Nowadays there is a wait-
ing list for organisations that
want a stand there. It is hard
work but very rewarding,
because we meet LIPU mem-
bers, it's a way of getting new
people interested and an oppor-
tunity for raising funds. Being
active in raising money is of
fundamental importance. |
come from Yorkshire where
people have a reputation for
being thrifty, a bit like the peo-
ple of Genoa.

Which LIPU projects do you
support financially?

Each year we choose four pro-
jects to concentrate on. In past
years we have supported the
anti-poaching camp a the
Straits of Messina, where some
of our members have joined
with Italian volunteers to help
in this important activity. |
should also give a special men-
tion to AISPA (the Anglo-
Italian Association for the Pro-
tection of Animals) that has
closely supported LIPU right
from the beginning.

A few words for LIPU mem-
bersin Italy.

| think that people who really

believe in what LIPU is doing
ought to become members.

Members must have faith in
LIPU and in the work that is
being done. The more mem-
bers we have the more power
we can muster to get our voice
heard. All power to LIPU!

Veneto - Hunting threatened
species

The Treviso Regional Council
has authorised, from 8 October
to 30 November 2003 the hunt-
ing of Rock Partridge and
Black Grouse. No more than a
year ago, 72,000 local citizens
signed a petition requesting the
protection of these species.
Black Grouse is in constant
decline and 67% of the world
population isin Italy. Both spe-
cies are vulnerable to a serious
decline in numbers, with only
10,000 of each in Italy. Popula-
tions are scattered and in some
areas are insufficient to support
even a minimum amount of
hunting.

THE 2003 APPEAL

Thanks to all our members and
friends for the success of our
fund raising in the last year.
We received valuable support

from the following charitable
trusts and it is with sincere
gratitude that | thank the fol-
lowing for their generosity.

The A S Butler Charitable
Trust gave £100; the W A
Clare Lees Trust, £250; the G
W Trust, £150; the Shirley
Pugh Foundation, £100; the
Peter Smith Charitable Trust
for Nature, £1000; the Udi-
more Trust, £50 and the Vae-
rie  White Memoria Trust
donated £500.

Members holding fund raising
“events’ include David and
Shane Bryan with their car
boot sales and gardening which
raised £170 for LIPU; Doreen
Hatton sent £10 from her home
collection box; Pip and Jane
Harwood donated £115 from
plant sales and talks, and Mike
Shepherd gave the fees from
many talks to the total of £145
- thank you all.

Organisations  helping  us
included the Gwent Ornitho-
logical Society who gave us
£25; the Stewartry branch of
the SOC who raised £50 and
the Worcestershire Conserva
tion Volunteers who donated
£100.

Finally, | am very happy to
thank the Anglo Italian Society
for the Protection of Animals
(AISPA) for its very generous
support throughout the year.
Our joint commitment goes
from strength to strength.




THE LIPU-UK ANNUAL
APPEAL - 2004

The problems for birds in Italy
are far from over and we shall
never give up our support for
LIPU's anti poaching work.
However, this year we are sup-
porting some projects which
will enable some exciting
research aimed at making the
field work even more effective.

After discussion with our
friends in Parma we have
agreed to fund the following
four projects:

1 We repeat our commit-
ment of previous years to the
fight against the poachers and
trappers. The brave people in
the front line deserve our
respect and support, we give it
readily.

2. Our second mgor pro-
ject will survey large parts of
Sicily to find the stop-over
points for the raptors in the
spring migration. With this
knowledge it is hoped that the
sites will be protected in the
future.

3. A powerful tool in the
use and presentation of these
data and of those of the IBA,
SPA system is a Geographic
Information System. We have
agreed to buy the workstation
and its plotter together with the
software and training.

4, We will continue our
support of last year for the
work of the Agriculture
Officer. We will fund the pro-
duction and distribution of

educational material for farm-
ers in key bird areas and
habitats.

| am sure you will agree that
these projects fully deserve our
support. We aim to keep the
pressure on the killing fields
while aso building the educa-
tional and scientific work. The
BTO has, in this country,
proved that argument and lob-
bying will never succeed with-
out solid factual data.

LIPU has done excellent work
in the designation of the Italian
IBAs, now the task is to
increase the protection given to
these areas and we are happy to
be able to help.

As in the recent past we intend
to devote al funds raised over
and above the needs of these
projects to the Oas Fund
which, thanks to your generos-
ity and a particularly kind
bequest now holds amost
£70000!

Thank you all again for your
support in the last year, | am
sure that with your usual gener-
osity we will achieve al our
targetsin this year's appeal .

To keep postage costs to a
minimum, your donations will
not be acknowledged unless
thisis requested - please accept
our sincere thanks for your
support

THE LIPU-UK DRAW 2003
Thanks to the many people
who took part in our draw last
year, again it was a huge suc-
cess rasing over £2300 for con-
servation funding in Italy.

The winners were:

1 Mrs C Archer of Dorchester
2 Mr G Pratt of Caerffili

3 MissL Batchelor of Beccles
4 Mr JWatts of Kislingbury

5 Mrs S Stoddard of Bristol

6 Mr JMain of Sanderstead
Thanks to all who took part
and commiseration to those
who are not named above.
Specia thanks are due to al
those who added a donation to

the cost of the tickets - it has
all been credited to this year's

appeal.

My grateful thanks go to the
translation team for this issue
who were:

Cicely Adelson, Joanna
Bazen, Ambra Burls, Bryan
Lewis, Alan Morgan, Peter
Rafferty, John Walder and
Brian Horkley.

The line drawings in this issue
are used with the kind permis-
sion of the RSPB.

%



LIPU-UK will continue its struggle against the killing and cruelty towards birds which
still goeson in Italy and intends to support LIPU in 2004 in the following projects:

The Anti-poaching Camp works each year to stop theillegal killing of migrating
birds at the Straits of Messina - we will fund this vital work and also help with the
battle against the autumn trapping of song birds in Brescia

We will fund the surveying of parts of Sicily to find the overnight stopping points
of raptors as they migrate through the island in Spring.

The analysis and display of vital datawill be made possible with the purchase of a
suitable workstation and plotter to use the GI S programme; we will also pay the
training costs to make this purchase effective.

We will continue to help the work of the Agriculture Officer with the purchase and
distribution of educational material for farmersin key bird areas and habitats.

| wish to join LIPU-UK (membership £15 pa)
| wish to contribute to the LIPU 2004 Appeal
To reduce costs no acknowledgement is required

Please make cheques payable to LIPU-UK - thank you.

Please send cheque to:
LIPU-UK, Fernwood, Doddington Road, Whisby, Lincs. LN6 9BX

Tel: 01522 689030 Reg Charity No: 1081826 e-mail: mail@lipu-uk.org




